
MALDHARIS POSTPONE AGITATION BY 15 DAYS AFTER CM MEET
IN GOOD FAITH

First India Bureau

Gandhinagar: After 
meeting with Chief  Min-
ister Bhupendra Patel on 
Monday, the Maldhari 
Samaj Mahapanchayat 
has postponed the launch 
of  a statewide agitation 
against the Gujarat Cat-
tle Control (Keeping and 
Moving) In Urban Areas 
Bill, by 15 days.

Addressing media 
persons after their meet-
ing with the CM, Con-
gress MLA Lakhabhai 
Bharvad and Tharad 
MLA Raghu Desai said, 
“A delegation of  the Gu-
jarat Maldhari Samaj 
Mahapanchayat met 
with the chief  minister 
and submitted a 15-point 
memorandum. As the 

CM has asked for 15 days’ 
time to review their de-
mands, the organization 
has decided to postpone 
its plans for agitation. 

However, if  their de-
mands are not met with-
in that time frame then, 
the agitation will go 
ahead as planned.”

Presenting the Ma-
hapanchayat’s demands, 
they added, “The first 
demand was scrapping 
of  the Bill passed by the 
state government. The 
second demand put forth 
was establishment of  
housing colonies for 
Maldharis (cattle-rear-
ing community) outside 
every major city, with 
facilities for domestic 
cattle stable and fodder 
storage capacity.”

Elaborating on the 
proposal, Bharvad and 
Desai stated, “Domestic 
cattle centres run by the 

state government should 
be set up in every district 
headquarters. For bull/ 
ox, a separate cattle shel-
ter home should be estab-
lished to address cattle 
menace in urban areas.

As per the Supreme 
Court’s direction, for 
every 100 domestic cattle 
(cow, buffalo, bullock/
ox), the state govern-
ment should reserve a 
minimum 40 acre of  gra-
zeland.  The government 
should also allot land for 
cattle stables and it 
should be transferred in 
the cattle owner’s name.”

They submitted a 15-point 
memorandum presenting a list of 
their demands for the community

(Left) Cong MLA Lakhabhai Bharwad, (center) Tharad MLA Raghu 
Desai addressing media persons on Monday.
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Army Vice Chief Lieutenant General Manoj Pande was on Monday 
appointed as the next chief of the Indian Army. He will assume office 
on May 1. He is the first officer from the Corps of Engineers to become 
the Chief of Army Staff. He will succeed General MM Naravane.

LT GEN MANOJ 
PANDE IS THE NEXT 

ARMY CHIEF, 1ST 
FROM ENGG CORPS

Union Home Minister Amit Shah will visit Bhopal on April 22 to 
partake in multiple events including a gathering of forest society. 
Meanwhile, Shah will travel to Bihar on April 23 to address party 
workers. On April 24, he will reach Puducherry to attend an event.

AMIT SHAH IN 
BHOPAL, BIHAR & 

PUDUCHERRY FROM 
APRIL 22 TO 24

5 OF SIKAR FAMILY DIE, 2 MISSING 
AFTER CAR FALLS INTO CANAL

CBI TAKES OVER CASE OF MISSING 
COINS WORTH `11 CR FROM SBI 
VAULTS IN MEHANDIPUR BALAJI

Rupnagar/Sikar: Five 
people died while two 
children are feared washed 
away after the car in which 
they were travelling in was 
hit from behind by a bus 
and fell into the Bhakra 
canal near Ahmedpur 
village at Rupnagar of 
Punjab on Monday, police 
said. Ringus CHC head Dr 
Satish Poonia, his teacher 
wife Sarita Poonia and 
other family members 
from Thikariya in Sikar 
district were returning 
from Sri Anandpur Sahib 
to Sikar, police said. Police 
recovered bodies of two 
men, two women and a 
child while two children 
were feared to have been 
washed away. Dr Poonia’s 
son Daksh, daughter 

Gudia, brother-in -law 
Rajesh, his wife and a 
girl. Deputy Superinten-
dent of Police Ravinder 
Singh said the bus of a 
private company involved 
in the accident has been 
impounded and the driver 
arrested. He said police 
identified the victims from 
the documents recovered 
from the ill-fated Creta car.

New Delhi: The CBI has 
taken over the probe into 
the case of coins worth 
Rs 11 crore going missing 
from the vaults of the SBI 
branch in Mehandipur 
Balaji in Dausa, officials 
said on Monday. 
State Bank of India (SBI) 
had approached the 
Rajasthan High Court 
seeking a CBI probe into 
the matter as the missing 
amount was higher than 
Rs 3 crore, the threshold 
for seeking a probe by 
the agency. On the high 
court’s directions, the CBI 
has taken over the FIR 
earlier registered by the 
Rajasthan Police. 

The matter came to light 
after the SBI branch decid-
ed to carry out counting of 
money after a preliminary 
enquiry indicated discrep-
ancy in the cash reserve at 
the bank. A Jaipur-based 
private vendor was roped 
in to carry out the count-
ing of coins worth over 
Rs 13 crore, according to 
branch account books. 
The counting revealed that 
over Rs 11 crore worth 
of coins were missing 
from the branch. Only 
3,000 coin bags carrying 
about Rs 2 crore could be 
accounted for and were 
transferred to the RBI’s 
coin holding branch.

New Delhi: India today 
recorded a massive jump 
in its daily Covid counts, 
raising fears of  another 
spike in infections. As 
many as 2,183 new Covid 
cases have been record-
ed over the past 24 hours, 
an 89.8 per cent jump 
from yesterday’s case 
count of  1,150 cases.

The daily positivity 
rate, an indicator of  the 
spread of  the infection 
in the population, has 
increased from 0.31 per 
cent yesterday to 0.83 
per cent today.

The number of  active 
cases, however, has seen 
a slim dip from 11, 558 to 
11,542. The country has 
recorded a total of  over 
4.30 crore cases since 
the pandemic struck.

Several students in 
Delhi, Ghaziabad and 
Noida have tested posi-
tive over the past couple 
of  weeks.

New Delhi: The Su-
preme Court canceled 
Lakhimpur Kheri vio-
lence accused Ashish 
Misra’s bail and or-
dered him to surrender 
within one week. Dur-
ing a hearing on Mon-
day, the court set aside 
the Allahabad High 
Court order granting 
Ashish Misra bail and 
said, “The high court 
exceeded its jurisdic-
tion, denied victims 
their right to partici-
pate in proceedings.”

“The high court has 
taken into considera-
tion several irrelevant 

considerations and is-
sues. No legal necessity 
to give undue advan-
tage to the FIR,” the Su-
preme Court said in its 
order.

Reacting to the Su-
preme Court’s order, 
BJP MP Harnath Singh 

Yadav said, “The [high] 
court had granted him 
bail and today the [Su-
preme] court has can-
celled it. The judiciary 
works independently. 
Uttar Pradesh CM has 
assured a fair trial in 
this case.”

Misra, son of  Union 
minister Ajay Misra, is 
a key accused in the 
case pertaining to the 
violence that erupted in 
Uttar Pradesh’s Lakh-
impur Kheri region in 
October last year. He 
was arrested on Octo-
ber 9 and granted bail 
in February this year.

KERALA SEES SPIKE IN DEATHS

DELHI CAPITALS 
QUARANTINED

UP GOVT MAKES 
MASK MANDATORY

A total of 214 deaths have been recorded over the past 
24 hours. This, however, includes a backlog of 212 
deaths from Kerala -- a backlog of 62 deaths has been 
cleared following court appeals and the state reported 
150 deaths between April 13 and April 16.

The Delhi Capitals team 
has been quarantined after 
an overseas player tested 
positive for COVID-19. The 
IPL team was scheduled to 
travel to Pune on Monday 
for its upcoming match 
against Punjab Kings. The 
travel has been cancelled 
for now and it is not clear 
whether the match will be 
played or not. 

Two weeks after lifting the 
mandatory provision of 
wearing masks in public 
places, the Uttar Pradesh 
government Monday 
issued fresh guidelines 
making masks compul-
sory again in five districts 
of the National Capital 
Region (NCR) as well as 
state capital Lucknow as 
covid cases are on the rise.

CORONA 
COMEBACK!
90% jump in India’s daily cases
Centre asks 
Kerala to 
update Covid 
numbers daily 
as cases rise

Lakhimpur violence: SC cancels Ashish’s 
bail, asks him to surrender within a week

LAKHIMPUR KHERI: 2 KILLED AS MLA’S 
VEHICLE RAMS INTO MOTORCYCLE
Two cousins died when the motorcycle on which they 
were travelling was allegedly hit by a Scorpio belong-
ing to a local MLA in Uttar Pradesh’s Lakhimpur Kheri 
late on Sunday night, the police said. The deceased 
have been identified as Ravi Verma (26) and his cousin 
Vikram Verma (22), the officers said. According to the 
police, BJP MLA Yogesh Verma, who represents Lakh-
impur Kheri Sadar constituency, was returning home in 
the vehicle after attending a wedding function when the 
accident occurred. The victims were going to attend a 
wedding when the Scorpio, which came from the op-
posite direction, allegedly hit their motorcycle near the 
Pankipur petrol pump on the Kheri-Bahraich highway on 
Sunday night, the police said. The two men were rushed 
to a hospital where the doctors declared them dead on 
arrival, officers added. The Scorpio was seized and its 
driver Muninder Kumar, a local resident, was arrested.

BRICKS THROWN AT POLICE TEAM 
IN JAHANGIRPURI, ONE DETAINED

New Delhi: Bricks 
were allegedly thrown 
at the Delhi Police 
Crime Branch team at 
C-block in Jahangirpu-
ri here on Monday 

where they were prob-
ing the violence case.

“Legal action is being 
taken. One person has 
been detained,” Delhi 
Police said.

PIL IN APEX COURT 
SEEKS NIA PROBE

STONE PELTING IN 
MUMBAI’S AAREY

HARIDWAR VIOLENCE: 
POLICE ARREST 11 

ACCIDENT LEADS TO 
CLASH IN VADODARA

PIL filed by advocate 
Vineet Jindal alleged a 
conspiracy against the 
Hindu community and 
urged the top court for 
NIA investigation into 
clashes on Ram Navami.

A stone-pelting incident 
took place between two 
groups in Mumbai’s Aarey 
colony during a Kalash 
Yatra leaving nearly four 
people injured. 25 have 
been nabbed in the case.

Following the violence that 
erupted in the Bhagwan-
pur area of Haridwar dur-
ing a religious procession 
on Saturday, police said 
that 11 people have been 
arrested so far.

Police have so far arrested 
19 for rioting after the 
incident that occurred late 
Sunday night and three 
others in connection with 
the road accident involving 
two-wheelers.

PK proposes 
coalition with 
regional parties 
at Sonia meet

Aditi Nagar

New Delhi: Congress 
chief  Sonia Gandhi 
held a meeting with a 
select group of  party 
colleagues to discuss 
the proposal of  election 
strategist Prashant 
Kishor for the revival 
of  the party and its 
game plan for the 2024 
general elections.

Kishor pitched a pro-
posal under which, 
sources said, the Con-
gress can contest 370 
seats and have coali-
tions with friendly par-
ties in particular states.

Kishor suggested 
that the Congress fight 
alone in Uttar Pradesh, 
Bihar and Odisha, and 
form alliances in Tamil 
Nadu, West Bengal and 
Maharashtra, to which 
Rahul Gandhi has 
agreed, news agency 
ANI earlier reported, 
quoting sources.  P5

ED attaches assets worth `757 cr 
of Amway India in multi-level scam
New Delhi: The En-
forcement Directorate 
(ED) announced on 
Monday that it has at-
tached assets worth Rs 
757.77 crore belonging 
to Amway India Enter-
prises Private Limited, 
a business accused of  
running a multi-level 
marketing (MLM) 
scam. The attached as-
sets include Amway’s 
land and factory build-
ing at Dindigul in Tamil 
Nadu, as well as plant 
and machinery, vehi-
cles, bank accounts, and 
fixed deposits. 

The attached proper-
ties include worth Rs 

411.83 crore immovable 
assets and bank balances 
of  Rs 345.94 crore from 36 
distinct accounts belong-
ing to Amway. 

A money-laundering 
probe by the Enforce-

ment Directorate re-
vealed that Amway is 
executing a pyramid 
fraud under the pre-
tence of  directly sell-
ing a multi-level mar-
keting network.

2 captured British fighters 
appear on Russian state  
TV, ask to be swapped with 
pro-Russian politician
Moscow: Two British 
fighters captured in 
Ukraine by Russian 
forces appeared on Mos-
cow’s state TV and have 
asked to be swapped 
with a pro-Russian poli-
tician who is currently 
being held by Ukraini-
an authorities, Reuters 
reported.

According to reports, 
It was unclear how free-
ly the two men - Shaun 
Pinner and Aiden Aslin 
- were able to talk.

Both the British 
fighters have asked 

Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson to help bring 
them home in exchange 
for Ukraine releasing 
pro-Russian politician 
Viktor Medvedchuk.

“We look to exchange 
myself  and Aiden Aslin 
for Mr Medvedchuk. 
Obviously I would real-
ly appreciate your help 
in this matter,” he said, 
saying he spoke a little 
Russian and had been 
treated well. Pinner 
was caught on camera 
saying he was captured 
in Mariupol.

Sonu alias Imam alias Yunus, accused in the Jahangirpuri 
violence case, being brought to the Jahangirpuri police station.
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New Delhi(ANI): 
With the WHO 
Global Centre for 
traditional medi-
cine set to come up 
in Jamnagar, Guja-
rat, Dr Poonam 
Khetrapal Singh, 
Regional Director, 
WHO South-East 
Asia Region has 
called it a “game-
changer”.

 Traditional med-
icines, she said have 
been around for mil-
lennia and pointed 
out that nearly 80% 
of  people, in 170 of  
194 WHO member 
countries use them.

“Despite their 
widespread use, tra-
ditional medicine 
lack robust evi-
dence, data and a 
standard frame-
work preventing 
their integration 
into the mainstream 
healthcare delivery 
system,” Dr Singh 
said in an exclusive 
interview with ANI.

“WHO’s Global 
Centre for tradi-
tional medicine 
could be a game-
changer by focusing 
on evidence and 
learning, data and 
analytics, sustaina-
bility and equity, in-
novation and tech-
nology to help har-
ness the ancient 
wisdom and power 
of  traditional medi-

cine, and to advance 
the SDG 3 target of  
ensuring health and 
promoting wellbe-
ing for all of  all 
ages,” she added.

The Government 
of  India last month 
signed the 'Host 
Country Agree-
ment' with WHO for 
establishing WHO 
Global Centre for 
Traditional Medi-
cine in India at Jam-
nagar, Gujarat, with 
its interim office at 
the Institute of  
Training and Re-
search in Ayurveda 
in Gujarat. "Indian 
Government has 
generously agreed 
to support the set-
ting up of  the GCTM 
and its activities for 
the first ten years," 
Dr Singh said on 
Monday.

Highlighting the 
objectives and mis-
sion of  the global 
centre, she said that 
it will concentrate 
on building a solid 
evidence base for 
policies and stand-
ards on traditional 
medicine practices 
and products which 
will help countries 
integrate it as ap-
propriate into their 
health systems and 
regulate its quality 
and safety for opti-
mal and sustainable 
impact. 

‘Jamnagar traditional 
medicine centre could 

be game-changer’

First India Bureau

Ahmedabad: The Un-
ion government has 
granted the customs de-
partment permission to 
take legal action against 
26 financiers and jewel-
lers who played key 
roles in a racket that 
saw Rs1,300 crore worth 
of  gold being smuggled 
into the city through 
the Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel International Air-
port between 2013 and 

2019.
Last week, the cus-

toms department has 
issued a notice of  pen-
alty amounting to 
Rs433,65,23,100 crore to 
four persons--Rutuga 
Trivedi, Jignesh Savali-
ya, Lokesh Sharma, and 
Divya Bhudiya--who of-
ficials say were the just 
the “front end” of  the 
operation. If  the four 
want the seized gold 
back, they will have to 
pay the penalty within 

the stipulated time 
frame, officials had said 
at the time.  

The investigation 
into the smuggling op-
eration was uncovered 
back in 2019, when air-
line employee Savaliya 
was caught while help-
ing carrier Lokesh 
Sharma smuggle in 
24.5kg of  gold from 
Dubai. The duo re-
vealed that the racket 
had been going on since 
2013.

Given that the evi-
dence also pointed to a 
hawala racket, customs 
officials shared their 
information with the 

Enforcement Depart-
ment.

Now, investigators 
have learnt that the 
Rs1,300 crore sent to 
Dubai came from finan-
ciers and the gold smug-
gled into Ahmedabad 
was bought by jewel-
lers. In all, 26 others 
have been identified as 
having played a role in 
the racket, based on the 
internal communica-
tion and account details 
of  the four originally 
nabbed.

Over the course of  the 
investigation, customs 
officials seized notes 
bearing details of  money 

paid for smuggling, from 
one Nita Parmar, an em-
ployee of  the kingpin 
Rutuga Trivedi. Officials 
had also dug out emails 
from and to Savaliya con-
taining details of  finan-
cial transactions in the 
name of  JR and MB. 
Further investigation 
revealed that one of  the 
accused, Jitendra Rokad, 
had been transferring 
money for the smuggled 
gold through hawala.

Now that the depart-
ment has received the 
official nod to prosecute 
these persons, it will 
move to court to file a 
complaint against them.

Customs to file case against 26 for smuggling gold
Rs1,300 cr worth of gold entered 
A’bad illegally via the airport 
between 2013 and 2019

First India Bureau

Surat: A family of  a 
man who was brain-
dead donated his or-
gans, saving the lives 
of  five others. 

His liver was trans-
planted into a 6-year-old 
girl in Surat and a kid-
ney into a 37-year-old 
patient in Ahmedabad, 
according to United 
Green Hospital, where 
he was treated. 

Sheetal Gandhi, a 
Palanpur Jakatnaka na-
tive, worked in Surat. 
On April 14, after suf-
fering from headaches 
and vomiting for two to 
three days, his family 
admitted him to the 
United Green Hospital.

Veins in the brain en-

larged during this time, 
causing brain haemor-
rhage. Sheetal was con-
firmed brain dead on 
April 16 by doctors at 
the hospital.

Sheetal Gandhi's 
wife, Kaniben, said, 
"My husband worked as 
a salesperson in a medi-
cal supply store. We are 
reviving other people's 
lives by donating his or-
gans so they won't be 
able to feel the loss of  a 
family member the way 
we did."

First India Bureau

Ahmedabad: Prime 
Minister of  Mauri-
tius Pravind Kumar 
Jugnauth on Monday 
led a roadshow in Ra-
jkot upon his arrival 
in the state.

The Rajkot district 
administration had or-
ganised a two-kilome-
tre-long roadshow to 
give a grand welcome to 
Jugnauth, who landed 
at the Rajkot airport in 
the evening.

He is scheduled to at-
tend the stone laying 
ceremony, to be per-
formed by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, of  
the “WHO Global Cen-
tre for Traditional Med-
icines” on Tuesday in 
Jamnagar.

During the roadshow 
from the Rajkot Airport 
to Rajiv Gandhi Circle, 
the visiting dignitary, 
who is on a tour of  In-
dia to boost bilateral 
cooperation in several 
areas, was cheered by 

people who had lined up 
along the route.

The administration 
had set up 25 stages 
along the route for art-
ists to perform a host of  
traditional dances such 
as garba, talvar raas us-
ing swords, nashik dhol 
and kathak, among oth-

ers, said an official re-
lease.

Members as well as 
students associated 
with various social or-
ganisations and colleg-
es took part in the road-
show held to welcome 
Jugnauth, said the re-
lease.

First India Bureau

Gandhinagar: Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi on Monday visit-
ed Command and Con-
trol Centre for Schools 
in Gandhinagar, and 
also examined the ex-
hibition at Vidya Sa-
miksha Kendra.   

Prior to this, he also 
paid flower tribute to 
Rishi Veda Vyas and lit 
a lamp.

PM Modi is on a 
three-day visit to Guja-
rat till April 20.

On Tuesday morn-
ing, he will dedicate to 
the nation and lay the 
foundation stone of  
multiple development 
projects at Banas 
Dairy Sankul in Ba-
naskantha’s Diyodar 
before laying the foun-
dation stone of  the 
WHO Global Centre 
for Traditional Medi-
cine in Jamnagar in 
the afternoon.

The next day, he will 
inaugurate the Global 

AYUSH Investment & 
Innovation Summit 
and attend the Adijati 
Maha Sammelan in 
Dahod and inaugurate 
and lay the foundation 
stone of  various de-
velopment projects.

The Command and 
Control Centre for 
Schools in Gandhina-

gar collects over 500 
crore data sets annu-
ally and analyses 
them meaningfully us-
ing big data analytics, 
artificial intelligence 
and machine learn-
ing, in order to en-
hance overall learn-
ing outcomes for stu-
dents. 

Vamaa Patel

Ahmedabad: With the 
objective of  increas-
ing awareness about 
Indian art and cul-
ture among the youth, 
a young student of  
Ahmedabad Interna-
tional School spoke 
with Padma Shri Dr 
Kiran Seth at Gandhi 
Ashram. Founder of  
SPIC MACAY, a vol-
untary youth move-
ment that promotes 
Indian culture 

through dance music 
and art, Dr Seth has 
embarked on a cy-
cling tour from Kash-
mir to Kanyakumari.

Talking about his in-
terest on art and cul-
ture of  India, Dr Seth 
said, “During my col-
lege days, I had attend-
ed a musical concert 
which became a turn-
ing point in my life and 
left me spellbound. 
That was when I devel-
oped a keen interest in 
the subject. I was deep-

ly touched and moved 
by the power of  music. 
From that point on, I 
decided that I wanted to 
work towards granting 
accessibility to this 

mystic art form.”
On the healing pow-

ers of  art, music and 
dance amid the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, Dr Seth 
asserted, “Music and 

visual imagery have im-
mense power to create a 
healing effect and also 
boost immunity by stim-
ulating various glands 
in our body. They are a 

great contributor to 
mental and psychologi-
cal wellness.”

When asked about 
his role models, the 
academician remarked, 
“There are many peo-
ple who have inspired 
me and left their posi-
tive footprints in my 
life. To name a few, I 
look up to the teachings 
of  various religions, 
that teach everyone to 
be kind, saints who im-
part wisdom and musi-
cians as well as artists, 
who showcase that art 
in itself  is a disciplined 
branch. Youngsters 
keep me energized and 
motivated to keep do-
ing more.

‘Music and visual imagery have healing powers’
ARTISTIC TEMPERAMENT

Dr Kiran Seth

PMs MODI, JUGNAUTH CONVERGE AHEAD OF LAUNCH OF CENTRE FOR TRADITIONAL MED 

SPIC MACAY founder Dr 
Kiran Seth gets candid about 
Indian culture and art  

ORGANS OF BRAIN-DEAD  
MAN SAVE LIVES OF 5

Mauritius PM arrives in 
Rajkot, leads roadshow

PM visits exhibition at 
Vidya Samiksha Kendra

The Mauritian PM was given a Guard of Honour. CM Bhupendra Patel and Governor Devvrat Acharya welcome PM Narendra Modi at the centre.

PM Jugnauth received a warm welcome in Rajkot. 
PM Modi reviewing the facilities.
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At least 3 persons injured and 10 vehicles torched in Sunday’s incident

22 arrested as accident 
triggers communal clash 
First India Bureau

Vadodara: A minor 
road accident led to a 
communal clash in 
Vadodara city, with 
rioters throwing 
stones, vandalising a 
shrine and damaging 
some vehicles, police 
said on Monday add-
ing that three per-
sons were injured.

Police have so far ar-
rested 22 people—19 for 
rioting after the inci-
dent that occurred late 
Sunday night and three 
others in connection 
with the road accident 
involving two-wheelers.

Three persons were 
injured in the clash, 
Additional Commis-
sioner of  Police Chi-
rag Koradia told re-
porters here.

A Karelibaug police 
station official said 
that the clash broke 
out following a road ac-
cident involving two-
wheelers belonging to 
people from two com-
munities in the city’s 
Raopura locality.

The matter escalated 

and in no time people 
from two communities 
gathered and hurled 
stones at each other in 
the Karelibaug locali-
ty, neighbouring the 
Raopura area.

A mob vandalised 
the idol at a shrine lo-
cated on the roadside, 
two autorickshaws and 
as many two-wheelers, 
the police official said.

Two separate FIRs 
were registered at 
Raopura and Kareli-

baug police stations 
for the accident and 
rioting, respectively, 
and a total of  22 per-
sons arrested so far, 
Koradia said.

Various sections of  
the Indian Penal Code 
for rioting, unlawful 
assembly, holding 
deadly weapons, defil-
ing the place of  wor-
ship with intent to in-
sult the religion of  any 
class have been in-
voked in the Kareli-

baug FIR against a 
group of  named and 
unidentified accused.

“All the 19 persons 
named in the Kareli-
baug FIR for rioting 
were arrested during 
the combing operation 
carried out last night. 
Efforts are on to nab 
the unidentified ac-
cused,” Koradia said.

Also, out of  eight to 
10 accused against 
whom an FIR was 
lodged at the Raopura 

police station related to 
the road accident, three 
were nabbed, he said.

Security has been 
beefed up in the area and 
the situation is under 
control now, he added.

“Two companies of  
the State Reserve Po-
lice (SRP) personnel 
have been deployed in 
sensitive areas and pa-
trolling increased un-
der all police stations. 
The situation is under 
control,” he said.

First India Bureau

Surat: With 40 auspi-
cious days left in this 
wedding season, the 
city’s textile, jewel-
lery and electronics 
businesses are expect-
ing to get back on 
track after being ham-
mered by the pandem-
ic and the subsequent 
lockdowns and re-
strictions. 

According to the Par-
ty Plot Owners Associa-
tion, around 2,500 wed-
ding ceremonies are 

slated to take place in 
the more than 200 big 
party plots in South Gu-
jarat in 40 “muhurats” 
left until the Hindu wed-
ding season ends on 
July 9. 

Given that these ven-
ues are being booked for 
pre-wedding shoots, 
photography session 
and other wedding-re-
lated events, traders in 
Surat are expecting 
business of  around 
Rs1,450 crore this sea-
son. Nainesh Pachhigar, 
member of  Indian Bil-

lion Association, Guja-
rat chapter said, “The 
demand for jewellery 
rises as the wedding sea-
son arrives. We also 
keep a track of  wedding 
season and try to launch 
new offers. This season 
we are expecting a busi-
ness of  around Rs400cr 
in Surat alone.”

Anil Jethani, who 
sells electronics and 
electrical products, add-
ed, “The season also 
sees a rise in demand for 
ACs, fridges, etc. De-
mand had fallen due to 

COVID-19, but is on the 
uptick now.” 

Pramod Bhagat, 
president, Federation 
of  All-India Traders 
Associations, explains: 
“This year, there are 
more auspicious days 
for wedding than usual. 
And this is the first 
time in more than two 
years that there are no 
restrictions on such 
events. Based on cur-
rent bookings, Surat 
can expect business of  
around Rs1,450 crore 
this season.” 

Surat bizmen excited over prospect of 2,500 weddings this year 
SPARK OF HOPE

lll

Pandemic-hit 
traders hope to 

pick up lost 
businesses as  

delayed 
weddings get 

new dates over 
the next few 

months in the 
Diamond City 

POWDER KEG?

19 persons have been arrested for rioting, three others in connection with the road accident.

First India Bureau 

Veraval: Thirty per-
sons were arrested in 
connection with a saf-
fron flag being placed 
atop a dargah in Ver-
aval town in Gir Som-
nath during an unau-
thorised Hanuman 
Jayanti procession on 
Saturday, a senior po-
lice official said on 
Monday.

The incident took 
place at Magrebisha 
Bapu dargah in Vakhari-
ya Bazar area here, and 
several of  those in-
volved had also taken 

mobile phone videos of  
the act and circulated 
them on social media, 
Gir Somnath Superin-
tendent of  Police Mano-
harsinh Jadeja said.

“After the videos went 
viral, people from both 
communities started 
gathering on Saturday 
night. However, police 
arrived at the site quick-
ly, dispersed the crowd 
and took control of  the 
situation. A flag march 
was also held in sensi-
tive areas in the vicini-
ty,” the SP said.

“Two FIRs were regis-
tered on Sunday. One 

under IPC sections 153A 
(promoting enmity be-
tween two communi-
ties) and section 295A 
(outraging religious 
feelings), while the oth-
er was under section 188 
for taking out a proces-
sion without permis-
sion,” Jadeja said.

Based on videos of  
the incident, eight peo-
ple were arrested for 
allegedly putting a flag 
atop the dargah, while 
22 people have been 
held for organising the 
Hanuman Jayanti pro-
cession without per-
mission, he added.

First India Bureau

Rajkot: A man 
killed his son in a fit 
of  rage and under 
the influence of  al-
cohol in Amargadh 
Bhichri village on 
Sunday night. Ku-
vadva police station 
has booked the fa-
ther for murder and 
begun a manhunt.

According to a com-
plaint filed by Bharati 
Bhojajviya, Ajit’s (the 
deceased) wife, on 
Sunday evening her 
husband Ajit and his 
older brother had 

gone out to attend a 
religious function. Af-
ter returning home, 
the victim went to his 
farm at 9 pm to irri-
gate the land. At 
around 11 pm, he 
came looking for his 
wife to ask for help 
with chores.

As she was sleep-
ing in the back room 
with her mother-in-
law and the kids, Ajit 
knocked on the 
room’s door. His fa-
ther, Raju, who was 
sleeping in the living 
room woke up and 
told him to stop mak-

ing noise. Then, sud-
denly he went into 
the kitchen, grabbed 
a knife, and stabbed 
Ajit in the chest.

When Bharati and 
her mother-in-law 
tried to intervene, 
Raju even attacked 
them, injuring their 
hands. After Ajit col-
lapsed on the floor 
and his father fled 
the scene, the women 
asked their neigh-
bours for help. They 
rushed the victim to 
Rajkot Civil Hospi-
tal, where doctors de-
clared him dead.

Saffron flag planted atop 
Veraval dargah, 30 held

MAN MURDERS SON FOR 
DISRUPTING HIS SLEEP 

Tally rises to 12,24,170 as Guj witnesses 13 new cases
First India Bureau

Gandhinagar: Gujarat 
on Monday reported 
13 COVID-19 cases, 
taking its tally to 
12,24,170, while the 
death toll stood un-
changed at 10,942, a 
state health depart-
ment official said.

So far, 12,13,127 people 

have been discharged 
post recovery, including 
32 during the day, leaving 
the state with an active 
caseload of  101, he said.

The new cases com-
prised eight in Ahmed-
abad, two each in Va-
dodara and Gandhi-
nagar and one in Anand, 
he said.

A government release 

said 62,733 people were 
vaccinated against 
COVID-19 on Monday, 
taking the total number 
of  doses administered so 
far to 10.67 crore.

The adjoining Union 
Territory of  Dadra and 
Nagar Haveli, Daman 
and Diu continued to re-
main free of  COVID-19, a 
local official said.

 NAIL-BITING DAY

Parents and guardians wait patiently outside an exam centre in Ahmedabad, as students took the GUJCET, conducted for shortlisting candidates for admission 
to degree and diploma programmes in engineering and pharmacy courses in Gujarat colleges, on Monday.  —PHOTO BY HANIF SINDHI

Bharati with her mother-in-law and kids at the hospital where her husband was declared dead.

Veraval saw heavy police deployment after the clashes.  —FILE PHOTO
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SPIRITUAL SPEAK

Chaos is inherent in all 
compounded things. 

Strive on with diligence.
—Buddha

IN-DEPTH

Smriti Z Irani  
@smritiirani

The news of untimely demise of people 
in a road accident in Gauriganj of 

Amethi is extremely sad. I express my 
condolences to the families of those 
who died in this accident. The local 
administration is doing everything 

possible to help the injured. I wish him 
a speedy recovery.

Jagat Prakash Nadda  
@JPNadda

Hampi located in the newly formed 
Vijayanagar district, was the capital of 
the great Vijayanagara Empire which 
was founded on this date. The site is 
a testament to the glory of this great 

Hindu empire and serves as a reminder 
of our rich history, culture and values.

TOP TWEETS

SHEHBAZ WANTS 
MEANINGFUL TALKS 
BUT WILL ARMY 
AND PPP AGREE

akistan’s newly ap-
pointed Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif  
has sought “meaning-
ful” talks with India. 

In a letter to Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, Shehbaz Sharif  also 
said that Pakistan “remains com-
mitted to regional peace and secu-
rity”. Sharif ’s letter was in re-
sponse to a letter by PM Modi in 
which he called for “constructive 
engagement”. Shehbaz Sharif  is 
the younger brother of  former 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif.

Mian Nawaz Sharif  was given 
a bear hug by Modi in March 2018 
when he made a surprise stopo-
ver in Lahore. Modi and his en-
tourage of  120 were allowed en-
try without visa. Bilawal Bhutto 
of  the Pakistan People’s Party 
(PPP), which is now supporting 
the government of  Shehbaz Sha-
rif, had criticised Nawaz Sharif  
for his pro-India policies.

Shehbaz Sharif  may want to 
carry forward his brother’s pol-
icy of  friendship with India but 
the Pakistani army and the PPP 
may thwart his move. How can 
Bilawal forget that his late 
grandfather Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto 
promised to fight a 1000-year 
war with India? 

P

he Supreme Court 
has pulled up the 
Allahabad High 
Court for treating 
the FIR in Lakh-

impur Kheri massacre ac-
cused Ashish Mishra’s case 
as “an encyclopedia of  
events” and for “ignoring ju-
dicial precedents”. The apex 
court also said that the high 
court order “is based on ir-
relevant observations”. A 
three-judge Bench headed by 
CJI NV Ramana court can-
celled the bail of  Ashish, who 
is the son of  Ajay Mishra 
‘Teni’, the Union Minister of  
State for Home, and remand-
ed the matter back to the 
high court where a new 
bench may hear Ashish’s bail 
application afresh. Ashish 
has been ordered to surren-
der in a week’s time.

The October 3 incident of  
last year in which eight peo-
ple were killed during a 
farmers’ protest over the now 
withdrawn farm laws had 
caused shock and anger. 
Even after a Supreme Court-
appointed Special Investiga-
tion Team confirmed Ash-

ish’s role in the dastardly 
crime his bail was not op-
posed by the UP government 
which called the offence 
“grave” but said Ashish was 
not a “flight risk”. That led 
many to suspect the state gov-
ernment’s intention of  bias.

Ashish Mishra’s case com-
pels one to recall what former 
Supreme Court judge, Justice 
Deepak Gupta said in his 
farewell speech in May 2020. 

The rich and powerful can 
both delay and expedite their 
trial, Justice Gupta said.

“If  somebody who is rich 
and powerful is behind bars, 
then time and again he will 
approach the higher courts 
during the pendency of  trial, 
till someday he obtains an 
order that his trial should be 
expedited,” Justice Gupta 
pointed out.

THANK GOD FOR SOME 
STRONG JUDGES                                             

Supreme Court has 
pulled up the 

Allahabad High Court 
for treating the FIR in 

Lakhimpur Kheri 
massacre accused 

Ashish Mishra’s case as 
“an encyclopedia of 

events” and for “ignoring 
judicial precedents”

T

‘GETTING BETTER AT VENDOR MANAGEMENT 
CAN PROVIDE YOUR ORGANISATION A 
STRATEGIC COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE’

here are several ways to get 
ahead of  your competition – 
offer more competitive prices 
on your products, provide 
higher quality items and ren-
der more reliable customer 
support. Guess who can help 
you accomplish these?

Supplier relationship man-
agement allows for planning 
and carrying out of  strategic 
plans between both parties. 
You can benefit from your 
suppliers’ expertise because 
they can work with you in 
identifying key areas that 
need improvement, contrib-
ute towards product develop-
ment, and modify current 
strategies to draw sales and 
increase market share.

Regardless of  what business 
you’re in, vendors play a key 
role in the success of  your busi-
ness.  The time, money and en-
ergy used to nurture a positive 
vendor relationship cannot be 
measured directly against the 
company’s bottom line.  How-
ever, a well-managed vendor 
relationship will result in in-
creased customer satisfaction, 
reduced costs, better quality, 
and better service from the 

vendor.  When and if  problems 
arise, rest assured that a well-
managed vendor will be quick 
to remedy the situation

Being in the business of  
business — whether you’re 
the manufacturer, shipping 
specialist, retailer or some-
one in between — requires a 
significant amount of  faith 
in other people.

When you rely so heavily on 
others to ensure that your 
business is operating at its 
highest efficiency, you need to 
recognize how important your 
vendor management system 
is. A vendor management sys-
tem allows you to build rela-
tionships with your suppliers 
and service providers, which 
in turn not only helps your 
business but theirs as well. It’s 
a simple analogy — when all 
engines are running smoothly, 
your train will be the first to 
arrive at the station.

Your suppliers are critical 
to your success in the market 
and your profits; they’re at 
the heart of  many of  your or-
ganization’s processes and 
activities. To get the best val-
ue for your money, you should 
be taking a strategic approach 
to efficiently managing your 
suppliers. Doing so will have 
myriad beneficial effects. 
Take the example of  Uniqlo.

Uniqlo is one of  the fastest-
growing retailers in the in-
dustry. 

The brand, owned by Ja-

pan’s Fast Retailing, is known 
for its colorful basics and sci-
entific approach to clothing.

In a report for New York 
University’s Stern Center 
For Business and Human 
Rights, Sarah Labowitz and 
Dorothee Baumann-Pauly 
have clearly mentioned how 
Uniqlo fosters relationships 
with suppliers and how it 
contributes significantly to-
wards its success. 

Uniqlo “calls its suppliers 
‘partners,’ and goes so far as 
to place technical experts in 
supplier facilities to act as 
trainers and coaches to im-
prove production,” Labowitz 
and Baumann-Pauly write . 

This leads to added trust in 
the relationship, as evi-
denced by this anecdote.

“One Chinese supplier that 
works with a range of  Euro-

pean and American buyers 
described how Uniqlo provid-
ed him with 18-month fore-
casts of  order volume. If  the 
company deviated by more 
than a certain percentage, 
Uniqlo would apologize and 
offer to compensate him for 
the lost production. Other buy-
ers, in contrast, would simply 
cancel orders or reduce vol-
umes with neither an apology 
nor the offer of  compensation. 

Because of  the trust Uniqlo 
has fostered, the supplier is 
more likely to accommodate 
unforeseen changes in or-
ders. The suppliers are happy 
to receive additional training 
and technical support. 

Using the vendor manage-
ment best practices will 
strengthen your company’s 
overall performance in the 
marketplace. Ignoring these 
sound vendor management 
principles will result in a dys-
functional relationship that 
will have the potential to neg-
atively impact your business.

Getting better at Vendor 
Management can provide 
your organization a strategic 
competitive advantage. It’s 
estimated by Ardent Part-
ners that only 22% of  large 
organizations have a formal, 
technology-enabled vendor 
management program in 
place. Just make sure you are 
doing it the right way. 

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY  

THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL

T

Regardless of what 
business you’re in, 

vendors play a key 
role in the success of 

your business. The time, 
money and energy used to 

nurture a positive 
vendor relationship 
cannot be measured 
directly against the 

company’s bottom line

One Chinese supplier that 
works with a range of 

European and American 
buyers described how 

Uniqlo provided him with 
18-month forecasts of order 

volume. If the company 
deviated by more than a 

certain percentage, Uniqlo 
would apologize and offer 
to compensate him for the 

lost production. Other 
buyers, in contrast, would 

simply cancel orders or 
reduce volumes with 

neither an apology nor the 
offer of compensation

BHAVESH  
UPADHYAY

The writer is a Businessman  
and HR Expert
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Sonia meets top brass, PK, discusses revival of Cong
FOCUS ON 370 LOK SABHA SEATS, FORGE ALLIANCE FOR REST: KISHOR TO CONGRESS
New Delhi (Agencies): 
Congress chief  Sonia 
Gandhi is holding a 
meeting with a select 
group of  party col-
leagues to discuss the 
proposal of  election 
strategist Prashant 
Kishor for the revival 
of  the party and its 
game plan for the 2024 
general elections. There 
is also the crucial final 
call to take about 
Kishor’s joining the 
party — a plan that has 
once fallen though due 
to dissent from within.

This time, Kishor has 
pitched a proposal un-
der which, sources 
said, the Congress can 
contest 370 seats and 
have coalitions with 
friendly parties in par-
ticular states.

Kishor has suggested 
that the Congress fight 
alone in Uttar Pradesh, 
Bihar and Odisha, and 
form alliances in Tamil 
Nadu, West Bengal and 
Maharashtra, to which 
Rahul Gandhi has 
agreed, media earlier 
reported, quoting un-
named sources.

The Congress, sourc-
es have said, has time 
till May 2 to revert on 
the proposal.

The meeting at Gan-
dhi’s 10 Janpath Road 
residence in Delhi is be-
ing attended by her 
daughter and party 
General Secretary Pri-
yanka Gandhi Vadra, 
and senior leaders 
Mukul Wasnik, Ran-
deep Singh Surjewala, 
KC Venugopal, and Am-

bika Soni.
There has been con-

siderable dissent to-
wards Kishor and his 
proposal in view of  his 
close collaboration with 
leaders who have been 
direct competitors to the 

Congress in the states 
and have had a fractious 
relationship with the 
Grand Old party.

Among them are Ben-
gal Chief  Minister and 
Trinamool Congress 
chief  Mamata Baner-

jee, her Andhra Pradesh 
counterpart Jagan Mo-
han Reddy and Telan-
gana Chief  Minister K 
Chandrashekar Rao.

Kishor’s organisation 
IPAC had crafted ex-
tremely successful elec-
tion campaigns for both 
Banerjee and Reddy.

While talks for 
Kishor, or PK, joining 
the Congress fell 
through last year, his 
conversation with the 
Gandhis has continued, 
IPAC sources have said, 
notwithstanding his 
barbed public remarks 
about the party and its 
current leadership.

This time, Kishor, 
sources said, had reached 
out to Rahul Gandhi with 
a grand plan for the re-
vival of  the party.

MEHBOOBA MUFTI MEETS SONIA IN DELHI
New Delhi: PDP president and former Jammu and 
Kashmir Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti met Con-
gress chief Sonia Gandhi at the latter’s residence 
here on Monday. Mufti spent some time with Gan-

dhi and is learnt to have discussed 
the current political situation in 
the country with the Congress 
president. The People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) leader has 
said it is the Congress that has 
kept the country safe so far, al-

leging that the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) 

wants to create 
more Pakistans.

Congress interim president Sonia Gandhi with party senior leader Rahul Gandhi.  —FILE PHOTO

Dejected parties taking refuge in 
vote bank, divisive politics: Nadda
New Delhi (PTI): BJP 
president JP Nadda on 
Monday accused the op-
position of  waging a 
“direct onslaught on 
the spirit of  our nation 
and casting aspersions 
on our hardworking 
citizens”, in a reaction 
to the rival parties’ 
joint statement attack-
ing the Modi Govern-
ment over incidents of  
hate speech and com-
munal violence.

In a letter to fellow 
Indians, Nadda said the 
opposition parties’ 
“tried, tested, or I 
should say dusted and 
rusted approach of  vote 
bank politics, divisive 
politics, and selective 
politics is no longer 
working” as Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi’s 
emphasis on ‘Sabka 
Saath, Sabka Vikas, 
Sabka Vishwas and 
Sabka Prayas’ has seen 
Indians being empow-
ered and getting the 
wings to rise further.

Nadda’s letter follows 
a joint statement of  op-

position parties on re-
cent violence. “Under 
the leadership of  Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi and his emphasis 
on ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka 
Vikas, Sabka Vishwas 
and Sabka Prayas’ eve-
ry Indian is being em-
powered and is getting 

the wings to rise fur-
ther. Unfortunately, this 
thrust towards develop-
ment politics is being 
bitterly resisted by the 
rejected and dejected 
parties who are once 
again taking refuge in 
vote bank and divisive 
politics,” Nadda wrote.

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) national president JP Nadda.

K’TAKA GOVT ACCUSED 
OF TAKING 30% CUT
Bengaluru: Dingaleshwar 
Swamy, a seer from Karna-
taka, has alleged that grants 
are given to mutts only 
after the state government 
takes a 30% commission 
as a ‘cut’. The allegation 
comes on the heels of the 
Karnataka Contractors’ As-
sociation’s accusation that 
the state government was 
demanding a 40% commis-
sion on projects. 

RPF personnel killed, ASI hurt 
in militant attack in Pulwama
Srinagar (PTI): A head 
constable of  the Railway 
Protection Force (RPF) 
was killed on Monday 
and an assistant sub-in-
spector (ASI) injured as 
militants opened fire at 
them in Pulwama dis-
trict of  Jammu and 
Kashmir, officials said.

The ultras shot Head 
Constable Surinder Sin-
gh and ASI Devraj near 
a tea stall in Kakapora 
in Pulwama, they said.

The two were rushed 
to a hospital where Sin-
gh was declared dead on 
arrival, the officials said.

Over the past three 
weeks, militants have 
stepped up attacks on 
security forces and ci-
vilians in the Valley. 
This was the ninth at-
tack this month.

Security personnel walk past the encounter site.  —FILE PHOTO

CENTRE DESIGNATES JAISH COMMANDER 
ASHIQ AHMED NENGROO AS TERRORIST

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) on Monday desig-
nated Ashiq Ahmed Nengroo, an alleged commander 

of proscribed outfit Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM), as a 
“terrorist” under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 
Act (UAPA). Nengroo, who is from Pulwama, has been 
accused of being involved in the infiltration of terrorists 
into Jammu and Kashmir, who have been responsible 
for various terror-related activities in the Union Territory. 

Nawab Malik’s 
custody extended 
till April 22
Mumbai (PTI): A spe-
cial court on Monday 
extended the judicial 
custody of  
M a h a -
r a s h t r a 
minister 
N a w a b 
Malik till 
April 22 
even as the Nationalist 
Congress Party (NCP) 
leader complained of  ill 
health.

Malik was produced 
before Special Judge 
RN Rokade, designated 
to hear cases related to 
the Prevention of  Mon-
ey Laundering Act.

“I want a permanent 
solution to my medical 
problems,” Malik said.

Cabinet expansion: 
Bommai says high 
command to decide
Bengaluru (PTI): Amid 
the demands for the Cab-
inet expansion ahead of  
the Karna-
taka As-
s e m b l y 
elections 
next year, 
Chief  Min-
ister Basa-
varaj Bommai on Mon-
day said that a meeting 
on the matter will be held 
in New Delhi in which 
the party high command 
will take the decision.

Bommai said, “The 
BJP chief  has stated 
that a meeting will be 
held in Delhi. The party 
high command will take 
a call on Cabinet expan-
sion or reshuffle.”

Prayers have nothing to do with violence: Nitish
New Delhi: Bihar 
Chief  Minister Nitish 
Kumar, speaking on 
communal clashes dur-
ing Ram Navami pro-
cessions in various 
states, said today that 
“every community” 
must avoid confronta-
tion and that prayers 
have nothing to do with 
violence.

Nitish Kumar has 
made the comments at a 
time his ally BJP is fac-
ing criticism over the 
hugely controversial 
move by its government 

in Madhya Pradesh to 
target the homes of  peo-
ple accused of  throwing 
stones at a Ram Navami 
procession.

“We should have 
peace and harmony be-
tween communities. 
Each person has their 
own way of  worship-

ping but we should not 
fight amongst ourselves 
- that is very important. 
If  you believe in puja 
(worship), then do puja 
properly. Is clashing 
with each other related 
to prayers,” Nitish Ku-
mar said in his com-
ments to reporters.

He also said his gov-
ernment was on guard 
against any such clash-
es in Bihar.

Nitish Kumar is the 
second BJP ally in Bi-
har to weigh in on the 
Ram Navami violence. 

Nitish Kumar

JITAN RAM MANJHI DEMANDS BAN  
ON RELIGIOUS PROCESSIONS
Patna: Following the violence in several parts of the 
country on Hanuman Jayanti, former Bihar Chief 
Minister Jitan Ram Manjhi on Monday demanded a ban 

on all kinds of religious processions. 
Manjhi said that such processions were 
a serious threat to the unity and integrity 
of the country. “Following violence in 
several places including in Delhi over 
Hanuman Jayanti, the unity and integrity 
of the country is under huge threat. 
Hence, the time now has come to ban 

religious marches,” Manjhi said in a tweet on Monday. 
Manjhi’ party, the Hindustani Awam Morcha (HAM), is 
a part of the NDA government in Bihar. Manjhi tagged 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Home Minister Amit 
Shah and Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar in his tweet.

K’taka Polls: Kejriwal 
in Bengaluru on Apr 21
Bengaluru: Delhi Chief  
Minister and AAP na-
tional convener Arvind 
Kejriwal will be in the 
city on April 21, and will 
give a message of  “new 
age politics” to the peo-
ple of  Karnataka, ahead 
of  assembly polls next 
year, party leaders here 
said on Monday.

He will be attending a 
convention of  farmers’, 
women, youth and peo-
ple from various sections 
of  the society, on the invi-
tation of  Karnataka Ra-
jya Raita Sangha chief  
and farmer leader Kodi-
halli Chandrashekhar.

Kejriwal’s visit to the 
state comes as AAP is 
preparing to make its 

presence felt in Karna-
taka, during the 2023 
Assembly polls.

AAP Karnataka Con-
vener Prithvi Reddy 
said AAP is the plat-
form for people who 
fight for farmers’ cause, 
and wants to get such 
people elected to Vid-
hana Soudha, to solve 
the issues faced by the 
farming community.

Arvind Kejriwal

CRUCIAL READ
COPS TO DRAFT GUIDELINES ON USING 
LOUDSPEAKERS: MAHA HOME MIN
Mumbai: Maharashtra director general of police 
and Mumbai police commissioner will prepare 

guidelines on the use of 
loudspeakers which will 
be issued in a couple of 
days, state Home Minis-
ter Dilip Walse Patil said  
on Monday. Walse Patil’s 
comments came amid 
the demand raised by the 

Maharashtra Navnirman Sena (MNS) and the BJP 
for the removal of loudspeakers from mosques.

GOVERNOR NOT FORWARDING NEET 
BILL IS INSULT TO PEOPLE: STALIN
Chennai: Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin on 
Monday said Governor RN Ravi not forwarding the 
NEET exemption Bill to the President is an act of in-

sulting the people. He also 
said if need be, an all-party 
meeting will be called later 
after looking at the steps 
taken by the Governor 
in forwarding the NEET 
exemption Bill to President 
Ram Nath Kovind. Speak-

ing in the Assembly, Stalin said it is 70 days since the 
Assembly resent the Bill to Ravi after he had earlier 
sent it back to the House for reconsideration.

VERDICT IN ACTOR DILEEP’S PLEA 
IN ASSAULT CASE TODAY
Kochi: The Kerala High Court is likely to 
pronounce on Tuesday its verdict on actor 
Dileep’s plea to quash the FIR accusing him 

and others of conspir-
ing to threaten and kill 
the officials probing 
the 2017 actress as-
sault or to transfer the 
conspiracy case to the 
CBI for investigation. 
According to the cause 

list for Tuesday uploaded on the Kerala High 
Court website, Justice Ziyad Rahman AA will 
pronounce the verdict at 1.45 pm.

Physical classes resume at 
IIT-Guwahati after 2 years
Guwahati (Agencies): 
Premier engineering 
institute IIT Guwahati 
(IIT-G) has resumed its 
physical classes and re-
search work with full 
capacity after two 
years, officials said on 
Monday.

IIT-G officials said 
that the institute has 
revoked the Covid re-
strictions that were 
earlier imposed as 
there are no coronavi-
rus cases in the cam-
pus, resuming the 
physical classes for 
the students.

However, all neces-
sary precautions pre-
scribed by the govern-
ment are in place to be 
followed.

IIT-G was estab-
lished in 1994 and it 
completed 25 years of  
existence in 2019.

Currently, the stu-
dent and research 
scholar strength on 
campus is close to 7,000.

Expressing his satis-
faction over the re-
sumption of  the insti-
tute’s activities at its 
regular pace, Prof  T.G. 
Sitharam, director, IIT-
G, said that after two 
years of  online learn-
ing, the hustle and bus-
tle of  students have re-
turned to the campus.

Along with academic 
activities, cultural and 
sports activities have 
also resumed in full 
swing on the campus.

‘Produce 4 kids 
each, dedicate 
2 to the nation’
Lucknow (PTI): Hindu-
tva leader Sadhvi Rith-
ambara has urged every 
Hindu cou-
ple to pro-
duce four 
c h i l d r e n 
and dedi-
cate two of  
them to the 
nation, and said India 
will soon become a “Hin-
du Rashtra”.

Referring to Satur-
day’s communal vio-
lence in Delhi’s Jahang-
irpuri, she said those 
who “attacked” the Ha-
numan Jayanti Shobha 
Yatra (procession) are 
jealous of  the progress 
made by the country.

“Those who are try-
ing to divide Hindu soci-
ety through political ter-
rorism will be razed to 
dust,” she said.
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Islamabad (Agencies): 
Pakistan is cutting elec-
tricity to households 
and industry as the 
cash-strapped country 
can no longer afford to 
buy coal or natural gas 
from overseas to fuel its 
power plants.

The South Asian na-
tion is struggling to pro-
cure fuel from the spot 
market after prices of  
liquefied natural gas 
and coal surged to re-
cords last month as the 
war in Ukraine exacer-
bated supply shortfalls. 

Pakistan’s energy costs 
more than doubled to 
$15 billion in nine 
months ended Febru-
ary from a year earlier, 

and it isn’t able to spend 
more on additional 
shipments.

About 3,500 mega-
watts worth of  power 

capacity had been shut 
due to the fuel shortag-
es as of  April 13, accord-
ing to a Twitter post by 
Miftah Ismail, who has 
been selected as finance 
minister by new Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sha-
rif. A similar amount is 
offline due to technical 
faults, he said. 

The more than 7,000 
megawatts represents 
almost a fifth of  total 
generation capacity, ac-
cording to Tahir Abbas, 
the head of  research at 
Arif  Habib Ltd. in Ka-

rachi.
The electricity 

crunch is complicating 
the already tough eco-
nomic challenge for 
Sharif  — who has yet to 
appoint an energy min-
ister — after former 
leader Imran Khan was 
ousted last week follow-
ing a period of  political 
turmoil. 

A relatively poor na-
tion that’s highly de-
pendent on energy im-
ports, Pakistan has 
been hit especially hard 
by rising fuel costs.

Pakistan cuts power to households on fuel shortage
CASH-STRAPPED

lll

Pakistan’s long-
term LNG 
suppliers 

canceled several 
shipments 

scheduled for 
delivery over 
few months, 

tightening 
supplies

PM to address from Red Fort on 
Parkash Purab of Tegh Bahadur
PM Modi will also release a commemorative coin and postage stamp on the occasion
New Delhi: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi 
will address the nation 
from the Red Fort on the 
400th Parkash Purab of  
Sikh guru Tegh Baha-
dur on April 21, the Cul-
ture Ministry said Mon-
day. PM Modi will also 
release a commemora-
tive coin and postage 
stamp on the occasion.

Four hundred ‘ragis’ 
(Sikh musicians) will 
perform in a ‘Shabad 
Kirtan’ to mark the aus-
picious occasion, the 
ministry said.

The programme will 
be organised by the 
Ministry of  Culture in 
collaboration with the 
Delhi Sikh Gurdwara 
Management Commit-
tee. Chief  Ministers of  
many states and several 
prominent personali-

ties from across the 
length and breadth of  
the subcontinent and 
abroad will be part of  

the celebrations, it said.
This programme on 

the 400th Parkash Pur-
ab (birth anniversary) 

of  Sikh guru Tegh Ba-
hadur is being organ-
ised as part of  Azadi ka 
Amrit Mahotsav.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi at Red Fort.          —FILE PHOTO

MODI: INDIA 
WRITING NEW 
STORIES IN FIELD 
OF CLEANLINESS
New Delhi: Asserting 
that new stories are 
being written in the 
field of cleanliness, 
PM Narendra Modi 
on Monday said the 
Swachchh Bharat 
Abhiyan shows how 
public participation 
can fill new energy 
in the development 
of a country. Taking 
to Twitter, the PM 
shared a graphic 
detailing the achieve-
ments such as 
construction of toilets 
in over 11.5 crore 
households and more 
than 58,000 villages.

NESO urge Shah to revoke decision 
on Hindi must subject till Class X
Shillong (Agencies): 
The North East Stu-
dents’ Organisation 
(NESO), an apex body 
of  eight influential stu-
dents’ organisations of  
the region, has urged 
Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah to revoke the 
decision to make Hindi 
a compulsory subject in 
all the northeastern 
states up to Class X as 
“the move in the region 
would be detrimental”.

The NESO told Shah 
that imposition of  Hin-
di as a compulsory sub-
ject in the northeastern 
region would be detri-
mental not only for the 
propagation and dis-

semination of  the in-
digenous languages but 
also to students who 
will be compelled to add 
another subject to their 
already vast syllabus.

NESO Chairman 
Samuel B Jyrwa and 
Secretary General 
Sinam Prakash Singh 

in their letters to Shah 
said that in the region 
each state bears its own 
unique and diversified 
languages spoken by 
different ethnic groups 
ranging from Indo-Ary-
an to Tibeto-Burman to 
Austro-Asiatic families.

“In the region, a na-

tive or indigenous lan-
guage or a mother 
tongue is an important 
marker for a communi-
ty. Native or indigenous 
languages are being 
further enriched in 
terms of  all aspects 
such as in literature, 
academics and arts.”

On April 10, Union 
Minister Amit Shah 
had said that Hindi 
should be accepted 
as an alternate  
language to English 
but not to local  
languages.

WORTH NOTING

Apex court fumes as 
crypto scam accused 
disobeys order
New Delhi: The Su-
preme Court on Mon-
day took serious note of  
the non-compliance of  
its earlier order by a 
cryptocurrency scam 
accused of  not sharing 
his username/pass-
words with the ED and 
said, “We are not a dis-
trict court where you 
can play with orders”.

A Bench of  Justices 
DY Chandrachud and 
Surya Kant warned the 
accused that it would 
dismiss his plea for 
quashing the cases reg-
istered against him if  
he does not comply with 
the earlier orders.

“Why have you not 
shared your username 
and password when it 
was recorded in our ear-
lier order? We will dis-
miss your writ petition 
if  there is non-compli-
ance. The SC is not 
some district court, 

where you can play 
with the orders. You 
yourself  had made the 
statement that you will 
share the username 
and passwords and now 
there is non-compli-
ance. This is not a Tis 
Hazari Court”, the 
bench told advocate PC 
Sen appearing for one 
Ajay Bhardwaj.

The bench asked the 
counsel to inform his 
client that he has to 
share the details with 
the ED and then it will 
hear him.

Punjab Police bust Pak-based 
terror module, three arrested
Chandigarh (PTI): 
The Punjab Police on 
Monday claimed to have 
solved the case of  a 
hand-grenade attack at 
the Crime Investigating 
Agency (CIA) office in 
Nawanshahr by busting 
a Pakistan-based terror 
module.

The module, run by 
Harvinder Singh alias 
Rinda, was busted with 
the arrest of  three of  its 
operatives, DGP VK 
Bhawra said here.

On the intervening 
night of  November 7 
and 8 last year, uniden-
tified people had hurled 
a hand grenade at the 
CIA office in Nawan-

shahr with the inten-
tion to kill police offi-
cials. Those arrested 
have been identified as 
Manish Kumar alias 
Mani alias Baba, a resi-
dent of  Bains village in 

Nawanshahr, Ra-
mandeep Singh alias 
Jakhu and Pardeep 
Singh alias Bhatti of  
Sahlon village in SBS 
Nagar, according to a 
statement by police.

Punjab Police busted a Pakistan-based terror module with the 
arrest of its three operatives, in Nawanshahr on Monday.

Bhubaneswar (PTI): Legendary Odia singer and music 
director Prafulla Kar died at his Bhubaneswar res-
idence due to age-related ailments. He was 83, and 
is survived by wife Manorama, 
sons Mahadip and Mahaprasad 
and daughter Sandhyadeepa. He 
complained of chest pain after 
having his dinner on Sunday night 
and died soon after at his Satya 
Nagar house. Kar’s funeral will 
be performed at Swarga Dwara crematorium in Puri on 
Monday with full state honours.

Aurangabad (PTI):Landscaping and gardening work at 
the world heritage site of Ajanta Caves complex in Ma-
harashtra’s Aurangabad district is affected as the water 
supply, disconnected in 2019 for 
non-payment of dues, is yet to 
be restored. We are somehow 
managing drinking water through 
natural resources of caves, but 
gardening remains hampered, an 
Archaeological Survey of India 
(ASI) official has said. The issue remains unresolved 
even after state Tourism Minister Aaditya Thackeray 
visited the Ajanta Caves in January. Water is supplied 
to the Ajanta Caves site by the Maharashtra Jeevan 
Pradhikaran (MJP).

Washington (PTI): Omicron is more likely than 
other coronavirus variants to cause upper airway 
infection (UAI) among children, putting them at 
risk of heart attack and other severe complications, 
according to a study. The researchers from the 
University of Colorado, Northwestern University, 
and Stony Brook University in the US analysed data 
from the National Covid Cohort Collaborative per-
taining to 18,849 children under age 19 who were 
hospitalised with Covid-19. The study, published 
last week in the journal JAMA Pediatrics, also found 
that Omicron causes UAI in younger children with 
the mean age of hospitalised children falling from 
about four years and five months.

LEGENDARY SINGER FROM ODISHA 
PRAFULLA KAR PASSES AWAY AT 83

AJANTA CAVES COMPLEX WATER SUPPLY 
CUT OFF SINCE 2019 OVER UNPAID BILL

STUDY: OMICRON LIKELY TO CAUSE 
UPPER AIRWAY INFECTIONS IN KIDS

CRUCIAL READ

Five workers die 
of asphyxiation 
in Karnataka

CBI now part  
of Interpol’s  
anti-child sex 
abuse database

Mangaluru (PTI): 
Five workers from West 
Bengal have died of  as-
phyxiation in a fish pro-
cessing unit, Mangalu-
ru police Commission-
er N Shashi Kumar said 
on Monday.  

Kumar said one of  
the workers fell inside 
the waste collection 
tank and fell uncon-
scious inside it.

“To save him, seven 
other labourers entered 
the tank and they too 
fell unconscious.  

They were shifted to 
the AJ Hospital where 
three died last night. 
Two others died in the 
ICU this morning,” Ku-
mar said.

New Delhi (PTI): The 
CBI has joined the in-
ternational child sexual 
exploitation database 
of  Interpol, a move 
which will bolster its 
fight against sex abuse 
of  minors and help in 
identification of  vic-
tims and abusers using 
sophisticated analytics 
software, officials said.

Interpol database on 
paedophiles and dis-
seminators of  child 
sexual abuse material 
(CSAM) on the internet 
relies on multi-media 
from various countries 
which are analysed 
based on a specialised 
“image comparison 
software”.

Once the national 
central bureau of  a 
country, the CBI in the 
case of  India, gets that 
information they pro-
ceed against them ac-
cording to local laws.

Anurag Thakur, Stalin condole 
demise of Table Tennis player
Chennai (Agencies): 
Vishwa Deenadayalan, 
an 18-year-old table ten-
nis player from Tamil 
Nadu, died in a accident 
while travelling from 
Guwahati to Shillong 
by taxi on Sunday. 

Tamil Nadu CM MK 
Stalin condoled the 
death of   Deenadayalan 
and announced Rs 10 
Lakh relief  for his par-
ents.

Minister of  Infor-
mation and Broad-
casting, Anurag 
Thakur, posted a 
tweet condoling  play-
er’s death. “Heart-
breaking to learn 

that paddler, Deena-
dayalan Vishwa 
passed away in an ac-
cident. He was on his 
way to Shillong to 
participate in 83rd 
Senior National Table 
Tennis Champion-
ship. Sincere condo-
lences to his family & 
friends,” he tweeted.

Vishwa Deenadayalan

IN THE COURTYARD
‘LIST STEPS TAKEN 
TO PROHIBIT CHILD 
MARRIAGE IN MAHA’

SC STAYS ALLAHABAD 
HC ORDER RELATING 
TO JAUHAR VARSITY

Jamiat moves SC against action 
of razing buildings of accused
New Delhi: Muslim 
body Jamiat Ulama-i-
Hind has moved the 
Supreme Court seek-
ing a direction to the 
Centre and some 
states including MP 
and UP that “precipi-
tative actions” like 
razing buildings in 
criminal proceedings 
be not taken. The 
plea assumes signifi-
cance because of  re-
cent actions taken by 
authorities in MP to 
use bulldozers to 
raze properties of  

those accused of  riot-
ing during the Ram 
Navami celebrations.

Jamiat Ulama-I-
Hind, in its petition, 
said the action like 
razing the house in a 
criminal proceeding 
as a punishment is 
unknown to crimi-
nal law.

Mumbai (PTI): The 
Bombay High Court on 
Monday asked the Maha-
rashtra government to file 
an affidavit detailing what 
steps it has taken towards 
preventing the solemnisa-
tion of child marriages in 
the state. A division bench 
of Justices Amjad Sayed 
and Abhay Ahuja noted 
that there are hardly 
any cases registered in 
the state related to child 
marriage offences. The 
bench was hearing a PIL 
that raised issues related 
to child marriages in Ma-
harashtra.

New Delhi (ANI): The 
Supreme Court on Mon-
day stayed the Allahabad 
High Court order, which 
allowed the taking over 
of the land allotted to 
Mohammad Ali Jauhar 
University run by Maulana 
Muhammad Ali Jauhar 
Trust headed by Sama-
jwadi Party leader Azam 
Khan. A bench of Justices 
Ajay Rastogi and Justice 
CT Ravikumar also issued 
notice on a plea filed by 
trust challenging the High 
Court order and listed the 
matter for further hearing 
in August.



BIZ BUZZ
AHMEDABAD | TUESDAY,  APRIL 19, 2022

07
www.firstindia.co.in I www.firstindia.co.in/epapers/ahmedabad I twitter.com/thefirstindia I facebook.com/thefirstindia I instagram.com/thefirstindia

Promoted by  
AU Small Finance Bank

Wipro appoints Satya 
Easwaran as India head
New Delhi (PTI): IT 
major Wipro Limited 
has appointed Satya 
Easwaran, a former 
senior executive at 
consultancy KPMG, as 
its India head.

Easwaran will be in 
charge of  strengthen-
ing Wipro’s business in 
India across key indus-
try sectors through 
strategic consulting, 
transformation and 
modernisation engage-
ments, it said in a state-
ment on Monday.

“India is a strategic 
market for Wipro and I 
am excited to welcome 
Satya to champion our 
bold ambition for 
growth and leadership 
here. Satya’s rich in-
ternational experience 
in delivering high val-
ue consulting services, 
and his track record of  
building successful 
sales and leadership 
teams will help 
strengthen Wipro’s po-
sitioning as a trusted 
partner for Indian cli-

ents,” Anis Chenchah, 
CEO of  APMEA (Asia 
Pacific, India, Middle 
East and Africa) and 
member of  the Wipro 
Executive Board, said.

Easwaran will help 
clients leverage 
Wipro’s capabilities 
and investments in 
cloud, digital, engi-
neering R&D, data, an-
alytics and cybersecu-

rity for their business 
and digital transforma-
tion initiatives.

Prior to joining 
Wipro, he was the head 
of  business consulting 
and the telecom, media 
and technology sector 
leader at KPMG India.

During his tenure at 
KPMG, in India and 
the US, and at Accen-
ture India, Easwaran 

held multiple leader-
ship positions in man-
agement consulting 
with a focus on Soft-
w a r e - a s - a - S e r v i c e 
(SaaS), cloud, digital, 
strategy and transfor-
mation, the statement 
said.

“India is experienc-
ing significant technol-
ogy-led shifts and a 
growing demand for 
specialised skills and 
innovation -- all of  
which present us with 
exciting opportunities 
to strengthen our part-
nerships with clients 
and deliver value to our 
ecosystem. I look for-
ward to contributing 
towards Wipro’s lead-
ership in the India mar-
ket,” Easwaran said.

He has an engineer-
ing degree in Electron-
ics from Mumbai Uni-
versity, and a MBA in 
Finance and Interna-
tional Business from 
the Leavey School of  
Business, Santa Clara 
University.

CEO OF APMEA

India is experiencing significant technolo-
gy-led shifts and a growing demand for 
specialised skills and innovation -- all of 

which present us with exciting opportunities to 
strengthen our partnerships with clients and deliver 
value to our ecosystem. I look forward to contribut-
ing towards Wipro’s leadership in the India market. 

—Satya Easwaran

‘L&T Infotech and 
Mindtree to merge to 
create $22-bn firm’

Mumbai (Agencies): 
Larsen & Toubro Ltd. 
is weighing a merger 
between two of  its pub-
licly traded software 
firms, according to 
people familiar with 
the matter, as the Indi-
an conglomerate seeks 
scale to compete with 
global digital giants.

The boards of  Mind-
tree Ltd. and Larsen & 
Toubro Infotech Ltd., 
two software units con-
trolled by the Mumbai-
based engineering 
firm, could consider 
share swap ratios for 
the merger as early as 
next week, one of  the 
people said, asking not 
to be identified as the 

information is not pub-
lic.

Larsen acquired 
control of  Mindtree in 
2019. The conglomer-
ate holds about a 61% 
stake in the company, 
which has a market 
value of  $8.3 billion, 
and has around 74% of  
L&T Infotech, which 
has a market capitali-
zation of  $13.6 billion, 
data compiled by 
Bloomberg show.

The two companies 
have minimal overlap 
in businesses or cli-
ents, and a tie-up would 
give them better pric-
ing power and lower 
costs, one of  the people 
said.

Infosys records 
sharpest intra-day fall 
in 2 years; tanks 9%

Mumbai (Agen-
cies): Shares of  Info-
sys tanked 9 per cent 
to Rs 1,592.05 on the 
BSE in Monday’s in-
tra-day trade after 
the company report-
ed a weak set of  
numbers for the 
quarter ended March 
2022 (Q4FY22).

The stock report-
ed its sharpest intra-
day fall in past two 
years. Earlier, on 
March 23, 2020, Info-
sys had plunged 12 
per cent in the intra-
day trade on the BSE, 
data shows. At 09:30 
am, the stock was 
trading 6.5 per cent 
lower at Rs 1,635, as 
compared to a 1.7 per 
cent decline in the 

S&P BSE Sensex.
In Q4FY22, Infosys’ 

earnings before in-
terest and tax (Ebit) 
margin was down 190 
basis points (bps)  
QoQ to 21.6 per cent 
due to lesser days, 
lower utilisation, and 
higher visa costs. 
The company’s reve-
nue in US dollar 
terms grew 0.7 per 
cent QoQ to $4,280 
million, and was up 
1.2 per cent QoQ in 
CC terms. Moreover, 
Infosys’ margin guid-
ance of  21-23 per cent 
for FY23 is 100bp low-
er from its earlier 
guidance in FY22. It 
has guided for a rev-
enue growth of  13-15 
per cent for FY23.

Sensex sinks 1,172 pts, Nifty below 
17,100; HDFC Bank tanks 5%
Mumbai (Agenices): 
Dismal March quarter 
earnings by HDFC 
Bank and Infosys, cou-
pled with global head-
winds such as likely 
aggressive rate hikes 
amid rising inflation, 
soaring bond yields, 
and resurgence in Cov-
id-19 cases in parts of  
the world, weighed on 
investor confidence on 
Monday.

The benchmark S&P 
BSE  Sensex tanked 
nearly 1,500 points in-
tra-day to hit a low of  

56,842. It, however, 
erased losses mildly to 
end at 57,167, down 1,172 
points or 2 per cent. On 
the NSE, the Nifty50 
tumbled about 400 
points intra-day to slip 
below the 17,100-mark. 
It ended at 17,174, down 

302 points or 1.7 
per cent.

I n f o -
sys was 
the big-
gest lag-
gard on 

the 30-pack 
index as it shed 
7.2 per cent. The 
stock reported 
its sharpest in-

tra-day fall in 
past two years. 

Earlier, on March 

23, 2020, Infosys had 
plunged 12 per cent in 
the intra-day trade on 
the BSE, data shows.  

Similarly, shares 
of  HDFC Bank cracked 
about 4.7 per cent after 
the lender’s operating 
perfornmance hit mul-
ti-year low.   In the 
broader markets, 
the BSE MidCap and 
SmallCap indices 
slipped aboput 1 per 
cent. Sectorally,the Nif-
ty IT index plunged over 
4 per cent, the Nifty PSU 
Bank index 2.3 per cent, 
and the Nifty Financial 
Services and Bank indi-
ces up to 2 per cent. The 
Nifty FMCG index, on 
the other hand, added 
0.7 per cent.

KEY REASONS FOR MARKET FALL

New Delhi (Agen-
cies): Gold pric-
es rose on Mon-
day to their high-
est since mid-
March, as the 
Russia-Ukraine 
crisis soured risk 
sentiment and drove 
investors to the safety 
of  bullion.

Spot gold was up 
0.5% at $1,984.58 per 
ounce, as of  0202 GMT, 
hitting its highest since 
March 14. U.S. gold fu-
tures were up 0.7% at 
$1,987.70.

Seems like there is a 
bit of  risk aversion in 
the market, with some 
overhang from the Rus-
sia-Ukraine situation, 
said Ilya Spivak, a cur-
rency strategist at Dai-
lyFX, while cautioning 
thin liquidity could 
possibly exaggerate 

price action.
Ukrainian soldiers 

resisted a Russian ulti-
matum to lay down 
arms on Sunday in the 
pulverised port of   
Mariupol, which Mos-
cow said its forces had 
almost completely 
seized in what would  
be its biggest prize of  
the nearly two-month 
war.

Bullion is consid-
ered a safe store of  
value during times of  

p o -
l i t i c a l 

and economic crisis.
Gold posted its sec-

ond straight weekly 
gain on Thursday, 
buoyed by safe-haven 
demand amid the 
Ukraine crisis and 
soaring inflation. 
Most markets were 
closed on Friday for a 
holiday.

Restraining advanc-
es in zero-yield gold on 
Monday, yields on the 

benchmark 10-year U.S. 
Treasury note firmed 
to their highest since 
December 2018. 

While another test of  
$2,000 is likely the path 
of  least resistance for 
gold, $2,100 is the big-
ger, more potent figure 
to keep an eye on, as 
there are some mean-
ingful peaks there that 
would need to be over-
come to make the case 
for lasting gains, Spiv-
ak said.

Indiabulls Real 
Estate dips 6% 
after listing of 
QIP shares
Mumbai (PTI): Shares 
of  Indiabulls Real Es-
tate dipped 6 per cent to 
Rs 102.20 on the BSE in 
Monday’s intra-day 
trade after 85.56 million 
equity shares allotted to 
qualified institutional 
buyers (QIBs) got listed 
on the stock exchanges 
today.

“85,559,435 equity 
shares of  Rs 2 each, al-
lotted to QIBs pursuant 
to qualified institution-
al placement (QIP), are 
listed and admitted for 
trading on the exchange 
with effect from Mon-
day, April 18, 2022,” BSE 
said in notice dated 
April 13, 2022.

Indiabulls Real Es-
tate had raised Rs 865 
crore at Rs 101.10 per eq-
uity share through QIP. 

Tata Power’s renewable arm 
raises ̀ 4k cr from BlackRock
New Delhi (Agen-
cies): Shares of  Tata 
Power crashed 7.5 per 
cent to Rs 252 apiece on 
the BSE on Monday as 
investors booked profit 
in the stock, post the 
company’s announce-
ment of  rasising Rs 
4,000 crore for its re-
newable energy plat-
form. At 12:03 PM, the 
stock was 5.6 per cent 
down at Rs 257.7 per 
share as against a 2.13 
per cent decline in the 
S&P BSE Sensex.

On Thursday, the 
Tata group’s power 
unit on Thursday said 
it was raising Rs 4,000 
crore (or $525 million) 
from a consortium of  
investors, including 
BlackRock and 
Mubadala, to scale up 
its renewable ener-
gy business. The inves-
tor group will get a 
10.53 per cent stake 
in Tata Power Renewa-
ble Energy for the mon-
ey injected by way of  
equity and compulso-

rily convertible instru-
ments, Tata Power said.  

The company has en-
tered into a binding 
agreement with the 
Blackrock-led consor-
tium to invest in the 
subsidiary at a base 
valuation of  Rs 34,000 
crore ($ 4.5 billion). The 
objective, it said, was to 

create a comprehensive 
energy platform.

The post-money  
base equity valuation 
is Rs 38,000 crore for a 
10.53 per cent equity 
stake in TataPower  
Renewable Energy, 
while the pre-money 
valuation is Rs 34,000 
crore. 

New Delhi (Agencies): Shares of Tata Steel were 
up 2 per cent at Rs 1,349.80 on the BSE in 
Monday’s intra-day trade, in an otherwise weak 
market, after the company said the board will 
meet on May 3, 2022 to consider stock split 
proposal. At 09:50 am, the stock was up 1.9 per 
cent at Rs 1,343.80 as compared to 1.8 per cent 
decline in the S&P BSE Sensex. 

TATA STEEL UP 2% IN A WEAK 
MARKET ON STOCK SPLIT PLAN

Paper stocks in demand; 
JK Paper surge 12 pc

Mumbai (PTI): Shares 
of  paper companies 
were in demand as 
most of  the frontline 
stocks traded higher in 
an otherwise weak 
market. The surge 
comes after strong de-
mand in paper seg-
ment and growth in 
packaging board seg-
ment brightened earn-
ings growth outlook.

Shares of  Seshasay-
ee Paper & Board ral-
lied 14 per cent to Rs 
230.65 after registering 
a jump of  over three-
fold in trading vol-
umes. Meanwhile, 
shares of  JK Paper hit 
a new high of  Rs 387.40 

as it surged 12 per cent 
on the BSE.

Among the paper 
pack, shares of  Tamil 
Nadu Newsprint & Pa-
pers, Andhra Paper, 
West Coast Paper and 
Orient Paper & Indus-
tries were up between 
3 per cent and 6 per 
cent. In comparison, 
the S&P BSE Sensex 
was down 2.2 per cent 
at 57,044 points.

In the past one 
month, paper compa-
nies have outper-
formed the market by 
surging up to 37 per 
cent, as compared to 
1.4 per cent decline in 
the benchmark index.

NTPC surges 6 per cent on heavy 
volumes; stock hits over 2-yr high

Mumbai (Agencies): 
Shares of  NTPC hit 
over two-year high of  
Rs 163.10, after rally-
ing 6 per cent on the 
BSE in Monday’s in-
tra-day trade on the 
back of  heavy vol-
umes, in an otherwise 
weak market. The 
stock of  state-owned 
electric utilities com-
pany traded at its 
highest level since 
October 2018.

At 11:10 
am; NTPC quoted 5 
per cent higher at Rs 
161.80 as against 2.1 
per cent decline in 
the S&P BSE Sensex. 
The trading vol-
umes on the counter 
nearly doubled as 
39.69 million shares 
changed hands on the 
NSE and BSE.

In the past one 
month, NTPC has 
outperformed the 
market by surging 22 
per cent on expecta-
tion of  strong power 
demand. In compari-
son, the benchmark 
index was down 1.3 
per cent. The stock 
has zoomed 58 per 
cent in a year as 
against 17 per cent 
rise in S&P BSE 
Sensex.

Gold hits over 1-month high as 
Ukraine crisis weakens risk appetite

Spot gold was up 
0.5% at $1,984.58 

per ounce, as of 0202 
GMT, hitting its 

highest since March 
14. US gold futures 

were up 0.7%.

KEY POINT
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No desks for students in some Guj 
schools, toilets broken: Sisodia
First India Bureau

New Delhi: Delhi Dep-
uty Chief  Minister 
Manish Sisodia on 
Monday sought to 
draw Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's at-
tention to the condi-
tion of  some schools 
in Gujarat, saying 
during a visit, he 
found that toilets 
were broken and stu-
dents did not have 
any desks.

The senior Aam Aad-
mi Party (AAP) leader 
also shared on Twitter 
pictures from his visit to 
these schools that 
showed children sitting 
on the floor of  class-
rooms. Sisodia had visit-
ed two state-run schools 
in Bhavnagar, the As-
sembly constituency and 
hometown of  Gujarat 
Education Minister Jitu 
Vaghani, last week.

The deputy chief  

minister's tweet came 
in response to one by 
Modi in which he stated 
that he will be visiting 
the Vidya Samiksha 
Kendra in Gujarat on 
Monday.

“Upon reaching Gu-
jarat tomorrow, I will 
visit the Vidya Samik-
sha Kendra. This mod-
ern centre leverages 
data and technology in 
order to improve learn-

ing outcomes. I will also 
interact with those who 
are working in the edu-
cation sector,” Modi 
had said in a series of  
tweets on Sunday.

Replying to Modi's 

tweet, Sisodia said, 
"Prime Minister! You 
may not see from the 
modern centre of  Vidya 
Samiksha Kendra the 
picture of  these schools, 
where there is no desk 
to sit, there are cobwebs 
like those in closed 
junkyards, toilets are 
broken... I have person-
ally seen such schools 
in the constituency of  
the education minister 
of  Gujarat.”

After his visit to the 
Bhavnagar schools, 
Sisodia had claimed 
they were in a bad shape 
and guest teachers were 
managing them on a 
salary that is renewed 
every month.

Seeking to highlight 
the Delhi model of  edu-
cation during his visit 
ahead of  the Gujarat As-

sembly polls, he had 
said the ruling BJP had 
done little to improve 
the condition of  govern-
ment-run schools de-
spite being at the helm 
for the last 27 years.

Two days after re-
turning from Gujarat, 
Sisodia wrote to Gujarat 
Chief  Minister Bhupen-
drabhai Patel and Va-
ghani asking them to 
keep political differenc-
es aside and visit Delhi's 
government schools to 
witness the AAP's mod-
el of  governance.

After its stupendous 
victory in the Punjab 
polls, the AAP is gearing 
up to contest all 182 seats 
in the Gujarat Assembly 
elections by presenting 
itself  as a viable alterna-
tive to both BJP and 
Congress.

DELHI DY CM SOUGHT TO DRAW PM MODI’S ATTENTION TO THE 
CONDITION OF SCHOOLS AHEAD OF THE LATTER’S VISIT TO STATE

Delhi’s education minister Manish Sisodiya visited a few schools in Gujarat recently. —FILE PHOTO

CRUCIAL READ
THREE-DAY SMART CITY SUMMIT 
INAUGURATED IN SURAT 

MOBILE TOWER CATCHES FIRE IN 
SURAT, NO CASUALTIES REPORTED

‘MISSING’ 20-YEAR-OLD FOUND 
DEAD IN TILAKWADA FIELD

CONG SEEKS JUSTICE FOR LOCALS 
OVER SHOW-CAUSE NOTICE

Surat: The three-day ‘Smart Cities, Smart Ur-
banization’ national summit was inaugurated by 
Union Minister for Housing and Urban Affairs, 
Petroleum and 
Natural Gas Har-
deep Singh Puri 
at the Sarsana 
Convention Centre 
in Surat on Mon-
day. The summit 
was attended by 
delegates from 100 cities across the country and 
24 Smart Cities across the nation were honoured; 
Surat was one of them. The city also received 
five other awards. On the occasion, Union 
Minister Puri said, “The Smart City is a scheme 
which will meet the future needs of the country 
and also increase developmental facilities. The 
ICCC-Integrated Command and Control Center, is 
operational in 80 of 100 cities.”

Surat: A casualty was 
averted on Tuesday after a 
mobile tower situated in a 
residential area caught fire. 
The mobile tower at Go-
pipura has been shuttered 
for close to your years. 
According to police, the 
cause of the fire is likewise 
unknown. The fire department arrived on the scene 
shortly after the fire started and quickly put out the 
flames. There were no injuries as the fire was put 
out in a matter of minutes.

New Delhi: The body of a 20-year-old wom-
an, who lived near Manjalpur Darbar Chokdi 
in Vadodara, was found in a 
field under Tilakwada police 
station’s jurisdiction in Nar-
mada district on Monday. 
As per primary investiga-
tion, officials believe that 
the woman was killed after 
fallout from a love affair. 
Mira Solanki had been missing for two days 
and her father had lodged a complaint at 
Manjalpur police station. Information about 
Mira’s whereabouts came through WhatsApp 
as pictures of her dead body were being 
circulated online. Police have sent the remains 
for an autopsy to ascertain cause of death.

Vadodara: A controversy has arisen after 
Western Railways issued show-cause notices 
to residents of the city’s Danteshwar area for 
encroachment. Members 
of the Congress party 
including city President 
Rutvij Joshi, Leader of 
Opposition Ami Rawat 
and other leaders came 
out in their support and 
submitted an application 
to the collector, seeking 
justice for the locals, on Monday. Earlier, the 
residents had approached the Vadodara Mu-
nicipal Corporation (VMC) over the ultimatum 
to clear the land. The residents are worried 
about their homes as they have been living 
there for years. 

First India Bureau

Pune: David Miller, 
who was not a sure 
starter in the playing 
eleven for his previous 
two IPL teams, is loving 
being “100% backed” by 
Gujarat Titans.

Miller smashed a 51-
ball 94 to help Gujarat 
Titans pull off  an in-
credible come-from-be-
hind three-wicket win 
over Chennai Super 
Kings on Sunday night.

The South African 
played a game-changing 
knock in the IPL after a 
long time.

“The last two-three-
four years I have been 

playing really nice 
cricket, feeling positive 
and I have been scoring 
nice personally, back at 
home, overseas, and so 
on, unfortunately the 

last four-five years, I 
haven’t really played as 
much IPL cricket as I 
would have liked to,” he 
said at the post-match 
media interaction.

“... the nature of  the 
game, tournament (is 
such that) there are only 
four overseas (players) 
and other overseas play-
ers are always going to 

miss out and I sort of  
found myself  in be-
tween a place where I 
have been in and out of  
Kings XI (Punjab Kings) 
and then Rajasthan 

(Royals). I played some 
decent games there but I 
felt like I couldn’t get go-
ing and it has been en-
couraging to be part of  
Gujarat Titans and just 
know I am 100% backed, 
and have a really nice 
environment, enjoy 
each other’s success, 
that goes a long way in 
doing well, but more im-
portantly it is nice to 
play every game.” He 
started the innings pret-
ty well and did not want 
to stop after that.

Gujarat were reeling 
at 87/5 in pursuit of  170, 
but then Miller and 
stand-in-captain Rashid 
Khan joined forces as 

they added match-win-
ning 70 runs for the 
sixth wicket.

“I just wanted to try 
and play my game, the 
way I started my in-
nings, I thought I start-
ed pretty well and I 
didn’t want to stop, I 
wanted to keep going,” 
Miller said.

This is the fifth win 
in six games for Gujarat 
Titans, while the fifth 
loss in six games for 
Chennai Super Kings. 
GT are currently on the 
top of  the Indian Pre-
mier League 2022 table 
with 10 points while 
CSK are just above win-
less Mumbai Indians.

IT IS NICE TO PLAY EVERY GAME: DAVID MILLER 
IPL 2022

lll

South African 
played a 

game-
changing 

knock in the 
IPL after a 
long time, 

helping GT 
win against 

CSK

SACHIN PRAISES 'DANGEROUS 
BATTER' MILLER   
Mumbai: Former Indian cricketer Sachin 
Tendulkar lauded Gujarat Titans player 
David Miller called him a “dangerous 
batter”. “If Miller's good phase contin-
ues, then he is a very dangerous batter 
and today he has proved it. Because he 
played most of his game towards mid-
wicket. Miller played good shots from 
the top of the cover, which means he is 
absolutely in control,” Tendulkar said on 
his YouTube channel. 

David Miller plays a shot during the Sunady's match between Gujarat 
Titans and Chennai Super Kings at Maharashtra Cricket Association 
Stadium in Pune.  —PHOTO BY ANI

First India Bureau

Ahmedabad: After 
making a successful 
entry into Gujarat 
politics by winning 
17 seats in three mu-
nicipalities in the lo-
cal civic body polls 
last year, the All In-
dia Majlis-e-Itte-
hadul Muslimeen 
(AIMIM) party seems 
to be on shaky 
ground as few of  its 
top leaders quit their 
positions on Monday.

The AIMIM state 
unit vice president and 
human rights activists 
advocate Shamshad Pa-
than resigned from his 
post and primary mem-
bership of  the party on 
Sunday. Speaking to 
First India, Pathan 
said, “My idea of  join-
ing active politics was 
to work for upliftment 
of  the society, serve the 
community. But, I have 
realized my error in se-
lecting the wrong plat-
form.”

Other party leaders 

followed suit and re-
signed from the party in 
24 hours. Among them 
was the only Brahmin 
leader, Manoj Sharma 
of  Meghraj taluka in 
Aravalli district.

These resignations 
have come after party’s 
National President As-
aduddin Owaisi’s re-
cent visit to Gujarat, 
post Ram Navami com-
munal clashes in Him-
matnagar and Khamb-
hat. Sources say that 
his visit was disap-
pointing for communi-
ty members, as he ne-
glected to even visit 
grieving families af-
fected by the unrest.

First India Bureau

Ahmedabad: Gujarat 
Congress Working 
President Hardik Pa-
tel was summoned by 
senior leaders of  the 
party on Sunday in 
Delhi, to provide an 
explanation for his 
outburst against the 
state leadership in 
the media. Sources in-
formed First India 
that All India Con-
gress Committee 
(AICC) General Secre-
tary KC Venugopal 
pulled up Patel and 
asked him to toe the 
party line and not 
talk about internal is-
sues publicly.

When First India 
tried to contact Patel 
for his comments on 
the issue, he was out of  
reach. However, sourc-
es from the Congress 
party have confirmed 
that he had a one-on-
one meeting with 
Venugopal on Sunday.

A close confidant of  
party’s national leader 
Rahul Gandhi, Venugo-

pal made it clear that 
indiscipline will not be 
tolerated from any lead-
ers. “He told Hardik that 
speaking to the media 
about personal griev-
ances was not going to 
help him. Putting the 
party on the defensive 
and trying to arm-twist 
would also not work or 
reap any benefits for 
him,” asserted a source.

At the same time, 

Venugopal also tried to 
convince Patel that if  
some of  his recommen-
dations or requests 
have not been execut-
ed, it does not mean 
that he is undervalued. 
He is the youth face of  
the party and will con-
tinue to get the same 
importance, he added.

Last week, the 
Patidar leader had told 
media persons that he 

had been sidelined 
within the party and 
that a few Congress 
leaders wanted him to 
quit the party. His rev-
elations had invoked 
sharp reactions from 
state leaders including 
Gujarat In-charge Dr 
Raghu Sharma, Guja-
rat Pradesh Congress 
Committee (GPCC) 
President Jagdish Tha-
kor, among others..

AIMIM’s Gujarat VP 
Shamshad Pathan, 
other leaders quit 

Shamshad Pathan. 

Hardik Patel.  —FILE PHOTO

Hardik Patel told to toe party 
line, cease public outbursts
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The true and successful 
businessman is one who thinks 
of the ‘most’ he can give to his 

customers not the ‘least’.
—Jagdeesh Chandra, CEO & Editor-in-Chief, First India



Karigiri run by designer 
sisters Sulakshna and 

Arpita are fine examples 
of how best to fuse one’s 

talents for the greater 
good, given they have 

already made footprints 
in India and the Gulf 

they seem well-
prepped to grow and 

branch out like a 
banyan tree. In an 

exclusive interview 
with City First, the 

designers talk 
about their 

journey in the 
glamour 

world

ell us something 
about Karigiri.
Our goal is to 
breathe new life 
into women’s 
clothing that 
exudes ele-

gance, grace, and beau-
ty with a dash of  boldness 
and pride. We would like our 
brand to be an umbrella label 
where women can find any-
thing and everything except 
bridal wear.

	zWhen did your love af-
fair with design begin? 
How would you describe 
the emotion?
Designing is our love, this 
was a childhood hobby en-
couraged by our Mum and 
later snowballed into a pro-
fession when we chose Fash-
ion as a career stream. Sulak-
shna acquired formal fashion 

education from Pearl acad-
emy of  fashion in New 

Delhi, while I 
have complet-
ed my degree 

from NIFT, New 
Delhi. 8 years 

back, on October 26, 
2014, we laid Kagiri’s 

foundation, but launch-
ing our bootlegged 

brand Karigiri and scaling it 
to entrepreneurial success 
was not a cakewalk. 

	zWhat do you truly enjoy 
working with?
We like experiments and our 
brand, ‘Karigiri’ offers a 
wide range of  fashion op-
tions. We have just launched 
our collection “Cheap 
Thrills” in Dubai at ‘The 
Fashion Connect’, a collec-
tion which is inspired by the 
new-age bride, full of  life. As 
the brides are adapting to a 
modern approach in today’s 
changing times, we created a 
collection that displays the 
energy, happiness and vi-
brancy that a bride looks for 
in her wedding functions and 
her life ahead. The collection 
‘Cheap thrills’, is inspired by 
the boho tribe, full of  bright 
neon colours, tribal hand 
paintings, mirrors for the 
perfect bling and the silhou-
ettes which scream ‘playful’.
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UNBREAKABLE UNBREAKABLE 
DESIGNER DUO!DESIGNER DUO!

T
UTTKARSHA SHEKHAR

uttkarsha.shekhar@firstindia.co.in

—
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A

Designer sisters Sulakshna and Arpita walk the ramp with the models
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URVASHI SAINI, Model

ARIES
MAR 21 - APR 20

You are very 
fortunate to have 
a great friend 
circle. You are 
very generous 
by nature and 
also you are the 
backbone of your 
family. Today is 

a favourable day for business. You may 
postpone your study plans. Be careful of 
the words that come out of your mouth. 
Your lover may say yes for marriage.

LIBRA
SEPT 24 - OCTOBER 22

Take stand where 
you need to, 
don’t run in the 
same direction 
where everybody 
else is going. 
Visit a doctor 
if you have any 
doubts about 

your health. Don’t take stress even if you 
have any. Let go of things that are not in 
your control. You want to have your own 
house and you will work hard for it. 

TAURUS
APR 21 - MAY 20

You must create 
an environment 
of understanding 
at home. You 
need a break 
from tensions 
and the way to 
cope up with 
stress is to 

meditate. You will succeed in any sort 
of examination if you put your heart and 
soul to it. Promotions can be expected 
at the professional front.

SCORPIO
OCT 23 - NOVEMBER 22 

Never demotivate 
someone even if 
someone is not 
capable of doing 
something. You 
need to make 
sure that things 
work your way. 
You are most 

wanted by your friends. You can have 
romantic affair in office. You will invest 
money in clothes and accessories today. 
You will become a god loving person. 

GEMINI 
MAY 21 - JUNE 21

You need help on 
academic front 
and you should 
not shy away 
from asking for 
it. Your spouse 
may make you 
spend more than 
you expected. 

Fantastic day for investing money in stock 
market as you can make fortune. You 
miss your parents a lot and fear to lose 
them. Admit your faults in a relationship.

SAGITTARIUS
NOV 23 - DEC 22

You are an 
opportunist and 
this will make you 
successful one 
day. Your spouse 
is someone 
who can do 
anything for your 
happiness. There 

may be delays in property possession 
but it won’t affect you. You are happy 
spending a day at home. Help your moms 
at home today and make them smile.

CANCER
JUNE 22 - JULY 23

Don’t make 
friends for 
money and 
status rather 
make friends 
who will stick 
with you forever. 
You care about 
your lover but 

somehow hesitate in expressing that 
care. On social front, you may have to 
spend some extra money in buying gifts 
for someone for some specific occasion. 

CAPRICORN
DEC 23 - JAN 20

Scrumptious 
food is what 
you are craving 
for today. 
You always 
maintain cordial 
relationship with 
everyone. You 
workout daily to 

keep yourself fit. You may start a side 
business to earn extra money. You are 
not a jealous kind and you feel happy for 
others. You are a very grounded person.

LEO
JULY 24 - AUGUST 23

It is the best 
day to buy gold 
and silver or any 
precious metal 
for investment. 
You love to live 
close to your 
family. You are 
a child at heart 

and never let this child die. You have a 
big heart and you should always help 
someone if you can. Video gathering is 
possible as you miss your social circle. 

AQUARIUS
JAN 21 - FEB 19

This is the best 
time to try 
something new 
with life to give 
yourself a new 
purpose. You 
will feel amorous 
towards your 
wife. Work on 

your limitations as there can be no better 
time than this. You have more opposite 
sex friends than the same and you may 
be judged sometimes but don’t care.  

VIRGO
AUG 24 - SEP 23

You are a pro in 
your field and 
no one can beat 
you. The women 
around you are 
often jealous 
from you. You 
give tough 
competition 

to people around. Many people get 
inspired by you. You will get special 
treatment from your dear ones. It is a 
very lucky day for you. 

PISCES
FEB20 - MARCH 20

Boisterous 
behaviour is 
what everyone 
needs right now, 
do whatever 
you can do to 
cheer everyone 
up. You will 
feel financially 

comfortable and you are in a position to 
invest money in new ventures. You will 
attract many eligible bachelors. Spend 
time with likeminded people.

YOUR 
DAY

Horoscope by  
Saurabbh Sachdeva

ROYAL TRAVEL SOON WITH 
NEW PANDEMIC GUIDELINES
After being halted due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the luxury trains are back on the tracks

he pandemic has hit 
the life of  every in-
dividual. India’s 
luxury trains, viz., 
Royal Rajasthan on 
Wheels, Maharajas’ 
Express, Palace on 

Wheels, the Golden Chariot, 
and Deccan Odyssey too tre-
mendously got affected by 
this novel coronavirus and 
remained off  the tracks dur-
ing the pandemic time from 
2019 until 2022. Seeing the 
panic and critical situation, 
people too were apprehen-
sive about travelling any-
where. As India opened up 
because of  the falling Cov-
id-19 cases, railway life too 
has slowly chugged back to 
normal.

It is pertinent to mention 
that Rajasthan Tourism De-
velopment Corporation 
(RTDC) operates the famous 
Palace on Wheels and Ra-
jasthan Royals on Wheels in 
collaboration with Indian 
Railways. The train is quite 
popular among foreigners 
and NRIs. The Palace on 
Wheels train takes 8 days to 
complete the journey in the 
sector of  the Golden Trian-
gle, i.e., Delhi-Agra-Jaipur, 
and passes through heritag-
es of  Rajasthan, deserts, and 
bird sanctuaries along with 
the historic monument, and 
the Taj Mahal in Agra.

In an interview with me, a 
senior official from RTDC 
said, “We are planning to re-
start the trains with a covid 
restricted travel advisory in 
Sept. 2022. For the last two 
years, the trains were not 

operational. With restricted 
covid norms issued by the 
Government of  India includ-
ing a face mask, social dis-
tancing the RTDC depart-
ment seeing the current sce-
nario will now allow people 
in small groups of  30-35 in 
number. Not only these 
trains but also the buses for 
local city tours will be used 
in a limited capacity,” he 
added.

While replying to my 
question that the major im-
pact faced during the period 
of  lockdown and pandemic 
on the Palace on Wheels 
train, the official stated, 
“The train was not opera-
tional for a long period of  

over two years from March 
2020 until now, so as a nega-
tive impact, we are facing 
excessive spending on estab-
lishment expenditure of  the 
train.”

Due to the pandemic, all 28 
scheduled departures of  Ma-
harajas’ Express, running 
from Delhi-different cities 
of  Rajasthan to Mumbai 
have been cancelled from Oc-
tober 2021 to April 2022.

An official from Mahara-
jas’ Express train said, “Cur-
rently, resumption of  inter-
national travel is a big factor 
given the fact that the major-
ity of  travellers travel in the 
train are from foreign coun-
tries. The train service will 

resume from October 2022 
with a sizeable number of  
guests as bookings have al-
ready been done.”

The majority of  tourists 
who travel on these trains 
are from foreign nations and 
due to rescheduling or can-
cellation of  trains during 
the pandemic time the rail 
industry underwent a big fi-
nancial or economical loss.

The senior official of  
RTDC further informed, “It 
was a bad phase as a big bulk 
booking done in the year 
2019-2020 got cancelled by 
the tourists owing to Cov-
id-19. Though the rail de-
partment has given the pas-
sengers the option to re-
schedule their trips for the 
next season or may seek a 
full refund without any can-
cellation charges. As the 
booking was done through 
agents or GSA retail service 
and hence, after the cancel-
lation of  the trips, the rail 
department directly could 
not reach to the passengers, 
especially foreign travellers 
and hence, encountered a 
big loss.”

Now as the disastrous Cov-
id-19 has almost come to an 
end, travel including air and 
rail is reviving with new 
guidelines, upgraded servic-
es, and trends. With the re-
turn of  foreign tourists, 
luxury trains are back on the 
tracks after being halted due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic. In 
the end, we can say that peo-
ple will soon travel in style 
through these luxury trains 
and will witness the royal 
ambience and mood again. 
(Article by Anubha Jain)

ANUBHA JAIN  
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

T
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THE YOUTH 
ICON AND IMAGE 
CONSULTANT 
RISHEE MIGLANI 
HOSTED A 
PRODUCT 
LAUNCH PARTY 
AT HIS 
RESIDENCE 
WHERE THE 
WHO’S WHO OF 
THE CITY FROM 
DIFFERENT 
WALKS OF THE 
LIFE WERE SEEN. 
THE GLITZY AND 
GLAMOROUS 
NIGHT BEGAN 
WITH SOME 
UNPLUGGED 
PARTY MUSIC 
AND MOUTH-
WATERING 
DAINTIES. 

EVENING FULL OF GLITZ!

Vishaal Mathur, Narendra Singh and Rishee Miglani

Jagdeesh Chandra with Amit SanghwaJagdeesh Chandra with (L-R) Kulsum, Anjana, Parul, Kewal, Rishee and SunitaKanakh and Dushyant

Kunal and ApraUneet, Hema and AnjanaJagdeesh Chandra with (L-R) Kewal Miglani and Ashok Rathore

Rishee, Swati and Ashwin

Jagdeesh Chandra with (L-R) Vishaal Mathur, Chandrashekhar Joshi and Ashok Rathore

Rishee and Dr Swati

Chandrashekhar, Kewal, Kinshuk, Amit and AkhileshAkhilesh with a guest

Ajay, Vivaswat and SunitaKulsum and AnjanaHemant, Ashok Rathore, Dalip Singh, Kewal and Raju Bana

Uneet, Hema and AnjanaVishaal, Ashwin, Swati, Rishee and ChandrashekharSunita Shekhawat and Anita Rathore

Parul, Kulsum, Dushyant, Hemant, SunitaKewal and Rajat Sharma

Dushyant, Lakshi and Parul

Rishee and Akshay

Ajay 

—
PHOTOS BY M

UKESH KIRADOO
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CITY    BUZZGET VACCINATED

STAY MASKED  

he shoot of  
the new col-
lection 2022 
by Anjalee 
& Arjun Ka-
poor took 
place at the 

store in South Ex-
tension in New 
Delhi on Saturday. 
The shoot took 
place among beau-
ty and fun with 
champagne and ex-
quisite lasses. The 
designer believes 
that fashion is all 
about art. As cloth-
ing styles evolve, 
so do colour and 
fabric combina-
tions where avant-
garde designers 
and craftsmen rest-
lessly push their 
limits to create re-
gal clothing for 
customers.

Various daz-
zling outfits 
were showcased 
by the models. 
The new collec-
tion showcased 
an elegant 
Wedgewood 
blue shim-
mer saree. 
Onion pink 
sequins 
draped sa-
ree set was 
truly a 
dreamy affair 
with intricate 
details and 
top-notch 
craftsman-
ship. 

City First

T he 20th edition of  
RGCON, the an-
nual internation-

al conference of  Rajiv 
Gandhi Cancer Insti-
tute & Research Centre 
(RGCIRC), was held on 
the theme “Frontiers 
in Uro Oncology” at 
Crowne Plaza in New 
Delhi. The conference 
was inaugurated on 
Saturday. RGCON 2022 
had faculty from all 
the leading hospitals 
and major cancer care 
centres across the 
globe.

 Chief  guest Dr Ran-
deep Guleria, director 
at the All India Institute 
of  Medical Sciences 

(AIIMS) congratulated 
the RGCIRC for the “ex-
cellent work” being 
done in the field of  on-
cology. He said, 
“RGCIRC is doing a re-
markable job in the 
area of  oncology. The 
pandemic put health on 
the centre stage. As we 
move from virtual to 
physical mode the con-
ferences and workshops 
such as RGCON become 
more important."

 Rakesh Chopra, 
chairman at RGCIRC 
said, "We give impor-
tance to academic ac-
tivities since knowl-
edge should be shared 
to obtain better out-
comes. This is a very 
special year for 

RGCIRC as we are cel-
ebrating our silver 
anniversary. We re-
cently completed our 
expansion and we have 
500 beds in the hospital 
with state of  the art 
equipment consisting 
of  Robotics, Radiant 
TomoTherapy, Inter-
ventional Oncology, 
Cath labs, Molecular 
labs, biorepositories, 
BMT and the latest 
digital PET and MRI." 
All the three depart-
ments of  medical, sur-
gical and radiation on-
cology organised RG-
CON 2022. The teams 
were led by Dr Vineet 
Talwar, Dr Munish 
Gairola and Dr Am-
itabh Singh. 

City First

Kangana Ranaut's 
nerve-wracking re-
ality show 'Lock 

Upp' is living up to its 
hype with its unique 
content and numerous 
twists and turns. The 
show will now witness 
the entry of  the biggest 
troublemaker of  his 
time, Prince Narula. 
Prince, a winner of  sev-
eral popular reality 
shows, is all set to add 
more masala to the 
show. His entry will cer-
tainly alert the contest-
ants. Lock Upp has been 
streaming live on MX 
Player & ALTBalaji.

When asked if  he 
was thrilled to enter 
the show, he said, “I am 
very excited as I am en-
tering the show as a 
troublemaker and not 
a contestant. This 
show is a big hit and 
the ratings are increas-
ing even during the 
IPL season.” It is one 
of  the most viewed 

shows on the OTT plat-
form since its launch. 
The show has intro-
duced various chal-
lenges to the contest-
ants that they need to 
survive to avoid elimi-
nation.

City First

A talk on Metabolic 
Programs was 
conducted by 

Poonam Duneja at her 
clinic Nutrifybypoon-
am in Delhi on Monday. 
Advance Physique 
Transformation, Diet 
for Weight Manage-
ment, Stress Manage-
ment, Diabetes Man-
agement, Thyroid Man-
agement, PCOS Man-
agement, PCOD Man-
agement, Hyperten-
sion, Cholesterol, Preg-
nancy and Lactation 
were discussed in the 
program.

Duneja said, “We pro-
vide complete details of  
medical issues based on 
blood test parameters, 
gene testing and gut mi-
crobiome tests. We have 
a team of  experienced 
medical experts. We 
work with a vision to 
eradicate diabetes from 

India in the 
next 10 years."
N u t r i f y b y -

poonam provides 
knowledge about nu-
trition and wellness 
for a better quality of  
life. Duneja also runs 
an online diet academy 
that provides certified 
clinical and therapeu-
tic nutrition programs. 
It provides knowledge-
based information to 
certify students as nu-
tritionists. It follows 
the guidelines laid by 
the Indian Council of  
Medical Research and 
the National Institute 
of  Nutrition.

Regal clothingRegal clothing
DHANUSHREE VYAS

cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

T
IS BLISS!IS BLISS!

'DIABETES 
FREE INDIA'

Narula to enter Lock Upp

ONCOLOGY EXPERTS CONGREGATE AT RGCON 2022

The Twitter handle of the Police Families Welfare Society 
(PFWS) shared glimpses of the foundation day “Upana” 
celebrations at the Police headquarters. Chief guest Smriti Z 
Irani, the minister of Women and Child Development, and Anu 
Asthana, president of Police Families Welfare Society (PFWS), 
honoured the eminent painter, Padma Shri Paresh Maity who 
made commemorative postage stamps for 75 years of Delhi 
Police, for his unforgettable work. 

FELICITATION

—PHOTO BY SHAZID CHAUHAN

—
PHOTOS BY M

ANOJ KESHARW
ANI

—PHOTOS BY MANOJ KESHARWANI

(L-R) Dr Sudhir Rawal, Dr Randeep Guleria, Rakesh Chopra & DS Negi during the inauguration

Prince Narula

Poonam Duneja while interacting with the students 
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